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Soldiers  kill  24  in  Haiti; 
volunteers  return  safely 

By  Eric  MUIer 


PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti  (BP)  - 
'  Despite  rioting  and  roadblocks  in 
Haiti,  a  group  of  North  Carolina 
volunteers  “felt  calm”  because  they 
knew  churches  back  home  were  pray¬ 
ing  for  them. 

Soldiers  killed  24  people  and  wound¬ 
ed  90  others  the  first  week  in  July  in 
Haiti  during  violence  related  to 
I  strikes  against  the  government. 
Organizers  of  the  strikes,  which 
started  in  late  June  after  the  Southern 
Baptist  volunteers  had  been  there  a 
we^,  say  the  strikes  will  continue  un¬ 
til  a  three-man  governing  council 
steps  down  from  office. 

But  that  didn’t  keep  the  10-man  con- 
'  struction  team  from  North  Carolina 
[  from  finishing  their  work  in  the  in- 
>  terior  of  the  country  and  returning 


home  July  5.  Using  $15,000  raised  by 
29  churches  in  North  Carolina,  the 
volunteers  built  a  house  for  a  national 
pastor  and  part  of  a  school,  said  Paul 
G<Mxlon  of  TVpy,  N.C.,  the  group  leader. 

Two  additional  volunteer  teams 
scheduled  to  arrive  later  in  July  and 
in  August  have  been  advised  by  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Haiti  not  to  come. 

With  Haitians  mixing  mortar  and 
carrying  blocks,  the  volunteers  fmish- 
ed  t^  construction  they  had  set  out 
to  do.  Two  volunteers  preached  in  two 
crowded  worship  services.  Others 
donated  shoes,  shirts  and  tools  to  the 
Haitians.  One  Haitian  accepted  the 
gifts  with  tears. 

As  their  departure  time  approach¬ 
ed,  they  rode  in  Jeeps  and  a  truck 
toward  Port-au-Prince,  not  knowing 


whether  an  airplane  would  be  at  the 
airport  to  return  them  to  the  United 
States.  They  drove  on  bad  roads  at  10 
to  15  mph  for  14  hours,  occasionally 
stopping  to  fill  ditches  dug  across 
roads  and  remove  tog  barricades 
placed  by  strikers. 

They  drove  past  cars  that  had  been 
smashed  and  burned  by  strikers 
because  occupants  had  tried  to 
remove  barricades.  As  they  crossed  a 
river,  water  rose  to  the  headlights  and 
“we  started  to  feel  the  Jeep  float,” 
Gordon  said. 

Finally  they  reached  the  airport 
and  found  that  a  plane  was  there  to 
take  them  home 

Eric  Miller  writes  for  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 


Baptists  feed  Mozambican  children 


MAPUTO,  Mozambique  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptists  have  begun  a  pro¬ 
ject  to  feed  starving  street  childrm  in 
Mozambique,  where  famine  and  war 
have  produced  a  food  shortage 
predicted  to  take  as  many  lives  as  the 
recent  Ethiopian  crisis. 

The  denomination  plans  also  to 
distribute  seed  and  farm  implements 
throughout  six  areas  of  the  country. 

Southern  Baptists  decided  to 
release  $30,000  immediately  to  begin 


the  feeding  program  after  John 
Cheyne,  relief  planner  for  the 
denomination’s  Foreign  Mission 
Board  and  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Jim  Brock  talked  with 
Mozambican  officials  in  early  July. 
Cheyne  visited  Maputo,  capital  of  the 
southeastern  African  nation  and  then 
flew  over  stricken  rural  areas. 

Published  reports  from  i^ide 
Mozambique  say  up  to  2  million  peo¬ 
ple  could  die  even  if  relief  equal  to 


that  provided  in  Ethiopia  were  begun 
immediately.  At  least  1  million  people 
are  estimate  to  be  inaccessible,  sur¬ 
rounded  by.fighti^.  The  United  Na¬ 
tions  has  estimate  up  to  4.5  million 
Mozambicans  face  starvation. 

In  the  Southern  Baptist  feeding  pro¬ 
gram,  national  Baptist  workers  will 
serve  malnourished  children  in  five 
areas  a  dish  of  rice  topped  with 
vegetables  and  soup. 


N.O.  student  starts 
first  black  mission  * 


By  Breena 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Churches 
that  once  were  racist  are  now  open¬ 
ing  up,  according  to  Eddie  Jones,  a 
student  at  New  Orleans  Seminary 
who  started  the  first  black  Southern 
Baptist  mission  in  Mississippi. 

To  become  a  Southern  Baptist  and 
fulfill  his  “vision”  of  an  evangelistic 
church  with  outreach,  ministry,  Sun¬ 
day  school  and  church  training  pro¬ 
grams  for  blacks,  Jones  had  to  cross 
barriers  of  racism. 

Jones,  who  graduated  in  May  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  was  not 
always  a  Southern  Baptist.  His  deci¬ 
sion  to  join  the  denomination  only 
came  three  years  ago,  when  he 
wanted  to  start  a  church  that  would 
em{4iasize  outreach  in  ministry  to 
blacks. 

“A  lot  oi  pastors  in  our  area  were 
not  concerned  about  starting  up 
another  church.  They  felt  like  we  had 
enough,”  said  Jones.  But  he  felt  there 
was  no  ministry  to  blacks  that  stress¬ 
ed  the  things  he  wanted  stressed. 

Jones  bad  started  a  Bible  study  at 
noon  in  a  shipyard  in  Pascagoula, 
Miss.  One  the  men  who  attended 
the  Bible  study  suggested  that  he  talk 
with  the  director  of  ministry  for 
Jackson  Ckxmty  Baptist  Association, 
David  Lee. 

Lee’s  “praya*  was  to  do  some  work 
with  blacks,”  said  Jones.  Frar  years 
the  association  had  been  trying  to 
start  such  a  work  but  had  been  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  Jones’  vision  was  an  answer 
to  that  prayer. 

“He  said  they  would  help  me  if  I 
started  a  Southern  Baptist  mission,” 
said  Jones. 

So,  Jones  was  ordained  as  a 
Southern  Baptist  minister  in  early 
1964.  “One  of  the  things  that  made  me 
excited  about  being  Southern  Baptist 
was  that  they  had  the  same  vision.” 
They  had  the  funds,  they  cared,  and 
they  were  willing  to  help  “without  any 
regret,”  he  said. 

“There  was  an  elderly  white  man 
at  the  questioning  session  for  my  or¬ 
dination.  He  was  weeping  and  crying, 
and  said  that  he’d  been  praying  that 
the  Lord  would  have  a  ministry  with 
the  blacks.  And  he  was  happy  and  ex¬ 
cited  . . .  that  the  Lord  would  let  him 
live  to  s^e  this  day.” 

But  Jones  had  many  barriers  to 
cross.  “A  lot  of  blacks  and  a  lot  of 
whites  let  me  know  they  were  against 
it,”  he  said.  “National  Baptists 
wanted  to  stay  National  Baptist,  and 
Southern  Baptists,  Southern  Baptist. 

“But  what  coIot  is  love?”  asked 
Jones.  “L>ove  is  you  and  me,  that’s 
what  it  really  is.  I  am  love  —  Jesus 
(Christ  in  me.”  Many  are  “blinded,” 
he  added.  “They  don’t  see  the  real 
reason  why  I’m  there.  They  see  it  as, 
“You  s(^d  out  to  the  white  man,” 
rather  than  “God’s  using  you  to  reach 
people  for  the  Lord.” 


Kent  Paine 

“But  we  shouldn’t  look  at  Christians 
as  white  Southern  Baptists  and  black 
National  Baptists;  we  should  look  at 
them  as  Chiistians,”  he  said. 

Faced  with  criticism  and  prejudice. 
Jones  “asked  the  Lord  to  ct^irm  my 
ministry  in  Southern  Baptist  work.” 
And  God  did.  At  the  First  Southern 
Baptist  church  where  he  preached, 
two  people  accepted  Christ  as  Savior. 

Jones  took  the  sign  as  a  green  light. 
He  started  Christ  Temple '  Baptist 
Church  in  his  living  room.  However, 
in  the  meantime,  he  preached  in  other 
SiMithern  Baptist  churches.  “A  lotof 
racial  areas  I  went  into  just  to  break 
the  ice,”  said  Jones. 

He  tried,  unsuccessfully  at  first,  to 
Find  a  church  to  sponsor  the  new  mis¬ 
sion.  Finally,  Ingalls  Avenue  Baptist 
Church  in  Pascagoula  agreed  to  be 
a  sponsor. 

It  was  not  long  before  several  other 
churches  began  “{Mtching  in  and  help¬ 
ing  out,”  said  Jones.  Now  “the  chur¬ 
ches  are  all  open”  to  helping  out  the 
Mack  Southern  Baptist  mission. 

In  fact,  two  other  black  churdies  in 
Mississippi  have  become  Southern 
Baptist. 

Jones  said  :  “The  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Chnventian  has  opened  th^  doois 
up  to  blacks  in  more  ways  than  one. 

I  don’t  see  any  prejudice  standing  in 
the  way.  It’s  totally  a  major 
breakthrough.  We  are  examples  of 
what  it  really  should  be.” 

In  three  years,  Christ  Temple  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  has  grown  from  seven 
people  meeting  in  the  Jmes’  living 
room  to  an  enrollment  of  about  160 
meeting  in  an  actual  church  building. 
In  the  First  year  alone,  30  to  40  people 
were  baptized. 

Sponsored  by  neighboring  churches 
and  the  Jackson  County  Baptist 
Association,  the  church  maintains 
mission  status  but  is  involved  in  a 
number  of  ministries  in  the  ccMnmuni- 
ty.  “We  have  a  good  outreach  pro¬ 
gram,  a  food  closet,  a  clothing  closet, 
a  bus  ministry  to  bring  in  the  poor, 
low-income  areas,”  Jones  reported. 

He  has  been  trained  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  to  be  a  black  church  develop¬ 
ment  specialist  in  the  areas  of  Sunday 
school  and  church  training.  “I  work 
with  the  state  Sunday  School  and  ' 
training  director  to  help  meet  the 
needs  of  blacks  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi  in  those  areas,”  said 
Jones. 

He  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  have  four 
children  —  Regina,  9;  Kena,  7; 
Christina,  5;  and  Ekldie  Jr.,  8  months. 

“We  want  to  be  a  beacon  light  in  our 
city,”  Jones  said,  “that  kind  of  light 
that  would  challenge  all  churches, 
whether  black  or  white,  to  work  for 
the  Lord.” 

Breena  Kent  Paine  writes  for  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 
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A  map  for  peace 


A  lengthy  statement  by  Herschel 
Hobbs,  pastor  emeritus  of  First 
Church,  Oklahoma  City,  in  support  of 
the  report  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Peace  Committee,  appears  in  this 
issue  of  the  Baptist  Record.  We  join 
Dr.  Hobbs  in  calling  for  support  of  the 
committee’s  report. 

Dr.  Hobbs  surely  deserves  the 
status  of,  being  the  elder  statesman 
among  us.  He  has  served  Southern 
Baptists  very  well  indeed  over  many 
de^des.  He  has  been  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Com^tion,  and  this 
led  to  his  being  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  state  convention 
presidents  who  made  up  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  formulated  the  Statement  of 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  called  on  again  and 
again  to  interpret  the  intent  of  that 
statement.  Always  his  interpretations 
have  been  on  the  conservative  side. 

Dr.  Hobbs  also  is  serving  on  the 
Peace  Committee  So  he  has  been  call¬ 
ed  on  twice  at  very  critical  times  in 
Southern  Baptist  life.  He  has  served 
nobly.  He  is  highly  respected  among 
Southern  Baptists.  His  Sunday  School 
lesson  commentaries  are  used 
throughout  the  convention  as  a  basis 
for  teaching. 

In  the  article.  Dr.  Hobbs  answers 
some  questions  that  have  been  asked 
about  the  committee’s  report.  They 
were  points  that  needing  clarifying. 
No  one  could  have  done  that  better 
than  he. 

The  Baptist  Record  has  called  for 
the  acceptance  of  the  Peace  Conunit- 
tee’s  report  even  before  it  was  made 
knowa  We  see  no  reason  to  back  away 
from  such  a  position  now  that  the 
report  is  public. 


The  Peace  Committee  was  formed 
by  action  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  It  evolved  out  of  concepts  put 
into  motion  by  Charles  Pickering,  a 
Laurel  attorney,  when  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  Pickering  serves  as  vice- 
chairman  of  the  committee.  Those 
early  efforts  by  Pickering  resulted  in 
a  nationwide  fellowship  of  state  con¬ 
vention  presidents  that  still  continues. 
Frank  Gunn,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Biloxi,  is  now  the  president  of  that 
group.  This  is  an  aside  to  the  Peace 
Committee  matter,  but  one  must  ap¬ 
preciate  the  accomplishment  of 
Frank  Gunn  in  becinning  president  oi 
the  state  convention  president’s 
fellowship.  Each  person  is  president 
of  his  state  convention  for  only  two 
years,  and  there  are  37  state  conven¬ 
tions.  So  to  become  president  of  the 
group  is  an  honor. 

The  Peace  Committee  has  sug¬ 
gested  a  set  of  guidelines  by  which  we 
may  chart  our  course  They  have  been 
printed  a  couple  of  times  in  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  and  are  listed  in  the  entire 
report  of  the  committee  as  it  was 
presented  over  the  space  oi  two  issues. 
There  are  some  things  in  the  report 
that  everyone  can  agree  on.  There  are 
some  things  that  will  not  find  100  per¬ 
cent  agreement.  But  it  is  a  good  and 
reasonable  and  responsible  report. 
The  conunittee  worked  hard  for  two 
years  in  coming  to  conclusions  and 
fashioning  its  report. 

Good  things  have  come  from  the 
committee’s  work,  and  more  good 
things  will  come  if  Southern  Baptists 
will  accept  its  precepts.  One  of  the 
good  things  was  the  Glorieta  State¬ 
ment  the  six  seminary  presidents. 


This  has  cast  seminar'  education  in 
the  direction  suggest^  by  the  Peace 
Committee  report. 

While  it  is  very  likely  that  seminary 
education  was  never  quite  as  far  off 
the  mark  as  it  was  said  to  be,  the 
statement  by  the  six  presidents  and 
the  findings  of  the  Peace  Committee 
noted  earlier  in  this  piece  and  in  the 
article  detailing  the  support  of  the 
committee  by  Herschel  Hobbs,  will 
serve  to  restore  confidence  in  the 
seminaries  as  training  institutions  for 
our  church  and  denominational 
leadership. 

The  Hobbs  statement  notes  that  the 
Peace  Conunittee  found  only  three 
professors  in  the  six  Southern  Baptist 
seminaries  who  were  not  teaching  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  F^ce  Conunittee  con¬ 
cepts.  Presumably,  this  means  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  four  points  noted  in  the 
Peace  Committee  report.  Neither  the 
seminaries  nor  the  inrofessors  were 
named,  but  words  that  have  been 
spoken  and  written  over  the  past 
several  years  have  seemed  to  indicate 
that  there  were  many  more  than  three 
professors.  Hobbs’  statement  is 
welcome  news. 

The  Peace  Committee’s  report  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
convention  by  an  overwhelming  vote. 
That  doesn’t  make  it  binding  on  the 
churches,  and  of  course  Southern 
Baptist  individuals  cannot  be  bound 
by  anything  but  their  own  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Lord. 

But  it  offers  a  way  out  of  our  stifl¬ 
ing  controversy.  The  Baptist  Record 
is  suggesting  that  it  be  given  a  chance 
to  serve  as  a  map  that  will  lead  us  to 
peace. 


No  need  for  gambling 


In  this  issue  the  Baptist  Record  is 
publishing  a  report  of  a  survey  taken 
by  contacting  the  10  candidates  for  the 
office  of  governor  in  Mississippi.  The 
primary  election  will  be  Aug.  4.  Seven 
of  the  10  candidates  replied  to  the  in¬ 
quiry.  It  will  be  noted  that  all  seven 
of  these  men  were  definitely  opposed 
to  a  lottery  or  gambling  in  any  form. 

In  some  instances  the  men  noted 
that  they  felt  that  the  people  of 
Mississif^i  are  opposed  to  gambling. 
We  agree 

For  the  past  several  years  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  has  been  the 


scene  of  battles  fought  over  the 
possil^ty  of  introducing  gambling  in¬ 
to  Mississippi.  There  is  no  need  to 
fight  those  battles.  The  people  of  the 
state  do  not  want  gambling. 

There  were  good  things  promised 
with  the  decision  to  allow  liquor  to  be 
sold  in  p(Nlions  of  the  state.  Those  pro¬ 
mises  never  fully  materialized.  ^  it 
'would  be  with  gambling.  We  don’t 
need  it.  It  would  bring  in  more  grief 
than  it  would  provide  benefits.  We  call 
on  the  state  Legislature  to  resist  any 
effort  to  legalize  gambling  in  next 
year’s  session  of  the  Legislature 


Guest  opinion  ... 

Up  “Retirement  River” 


By  Tom  Miller 


Is  your  pastor  missing  the  boat 
when  it  comes  to  preparing  for 
retirement? 

Rather  than  simply  watching  as  the 
boat  leaves  the  pastor  standing  on  the 
dock,  many  Smithem  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  are  taking  a  major  role  in 
meeting  this  vital  need  in  the  lives  of 
their  pastors.  Churches  are  helping 
pastors  and  other  full-time  staff 
members  pay  the  expense  of  the  trip 
up  “Retirement  River,”  a  journey  that 
reaches  an  exciting  destination  — 
retirement  with  enough  income  for 
the  rest  of  life. 

The  most  effective  way  for  Southern 
Baptist  churches  to  help  ministers 
prepare  for  retirement  is  to  adopt  the 
expanded  Church  Annuity  Plan  as  the 
official  church  retirement  policy. 

The  expanded  Church  Annuity 
Plan,  effective  Jan.  1,  1988,  is  ad¬ 


ministered  by  the  Annuity  Board  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the 
denomination’s  (kficial  pension  agen¬ 
cy,  which  for  68  years  has  been  help¬ 
ing  Southern  Baptist  servants  reach 
their  retirement  goals. 

Consider  how  the  expanded  Church 
Annuity  Plan  can  benefit  your  church. 
The  program  provides: 

—  Protection  —  Can  your  church  af¬ 
ford  to  pay  the  salaries  of  two  pastors: 
one  active  and  one  retired?  If  your 
pastor  retired  without  adequate  in¬ 
come,  wouldn’t  your  church  help  him 
and  his  wife?  llie  expanded  Church 
Annuity  Plan  can  help  your  church 
avoid  this  situation. 

—  Shared  responsibility  and  ex¬ 
pense  —  Churches  aren’t  expected  to 
bear  the  entire  cost  of  the  expanded 
Church  Annuity  Plan.  Contributions 
begin  with  the  pastor  or  other  staff 


member  and  are  matched  two-to-one 
1^  the  church,  up  to  10  percent  of  the 
member’s  salary.  The  Annuity  Board 
recommends  that  members  con¬ 
tribute  a  minimum  of  5  percent  of 
their  salary  monthly.  Tbe  church  then 
matches  by  contributing  an  amount 
equal  to  10  percent  of  the  member’s 
salary. 

For  eligible  members,  the  Baptist 
state  convention  makes  contributions 
which  provide  supplemental  life  and 
disability  insurance  and  additional 
retirement  benefits.  Elach  state  con¬ 
vention  determines  its  own  eligibility 
requirements. 

—  Flexibility  —  Contributions  can 
be  adjusted  at  any  time.  Your  church 
may  elect  to  contribute  for  the 
ministerial  staff  now  and  delay 
coverage  for  other  staff  members. 

—  Simplicity  —  The  church  votes  to 


ad<^  the  Plan  in  a  church  business 
meeting.  Then  a  church  officer  signs 
the  Cooperative  Agreement,  which  is 
sent  to  the  state  convention  for  cer¬ 
tification.  Upon  approval,  your  church 
will  receive  a  monthly  statement 
reflecting  the  amount  you  and  your 
staff  member  have  agreed  to 
contribute 

—  lYustworthiness  —  You  can  put 
your  confidence  in  the  Annuity  Board. 
For  almost  seven  decades  the  official 
Southern  Baptist  pension  agency  has 
been  serving  those  who  serve  the 
Lord. 

Southern  Baptist  churches  should 
recognize  and  thank  the  Lord  for 
retired  ministers  and  their  widows. 
Many  of  these  retirees  remain  active 
and  effective  in  ministry,  free  of 
worry  about  financial  needs  because 
they  —  with  the  help  (rf  their  churches 


—  made  adequate  preparation  for 
retirement. 

It  would  be  well  for  churches  that 
have  not  already  done  so  to  commit 
to  a  retiremmt  policy  that  will  benefit 
the  faithful  Baptist  servants  who  are 
still  fully  active  in  ministry. 

Will  your  church  stand  by  as  your 
pastor  and  other  staff  miss  the  boat, 
or  will  you  see  that  they  are  booked 
for  a  worry-free  trip  up  “Retirement 
River?” 

The  Annuity  Board  can  help  you  ar¬ 
range  the  trip.  Contact  the  annuity 
representative  in  your  Baptist  state 
convention  office  or  call  the  Annuity 
Board,  toll  free,  1-800-262-0511.  The  an¬ 
nuity  representative  in  Mississippi  is 
Bill  Sellers,  phone  number  968-3800. 

Tom  Miller  Is  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Board. 
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Parks  invites  other 
groups  to  trade  ideas 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Leaders 
of  36  denominations  and  organizations 
active  in  world  missions  have  been  in¬ 
vited  to  discuss  their  concerns  “in 
reaching  all  the  people  of  our  genera¬ 
tion  for  Christ.” 

R.  Keith  Parks,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  is  proposing  that  the  discus¬ 
sion  take  place  this  fall  in  the  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  area. 

In  his  letter  suggesting  the  meeting, 
Parks  expr^sed  “a  deepening  con¬ 
cern  for  more  communication” 
among  U.S.-based  missions  groups.  In 
seeking  to  spread  the  faith,  he  asked, 
“Is  there  a  way  to  share  information 
or  plans  that  would  avoid  wasted  ef¬ 
fort  and  lost  time?” 

Among  the  denominations  queried 
about  the  initial  meeting  are  Conser¬ 
vative  Baptists,  National  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  U.S.A.,  Christian  and  Mis¬ 
sionary  Alliance,  Assemblies  of  God, 
United  Methodist  Church,  and 
Presbyterian  (Tjurch  (U.S.A.).  In¬ 
terdenominational  organizations  con¬ 
tacted  include  the  Billy  Graham 


Evangelistie  Association,  American 
Bible  Society,  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators,  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ,  and  North  American 
Charismatic  Renewal. 

“None  of  us  is  large  enough,  strong 
enough,  wise  enough  to  make  a 
significant  impact  on  the  whole 
world,”  Parks  said.  “We  need  each 
other.  If  we  can  help  each  other  have 
a  more  effective  part  in  world 
evangelization,  we’re  having  a  greater 
impact  than  if  we  lived  and  worked  in 
isolation.” 

Parks  said  he  envisions  a  “network¬ 
ing”  among  the  groups  —  ‘Informa¬ 
tion  sharing,  learning  from  each 
other,  the  kind  of  sharing  that  will 
allow  each  of  us  to  retain  our  identi¬ 
ty.”  He  said  he  is  not  proposing 
anything  involving  detailed 
theological  concepts  or  church 
ordinances. 

“We  want  to  talk  about  how  each 
group  can  more  effectively  carry  out 
the  Great  Commission,”  Jesus 
Christ’s  command  to  share  the  gospel 
worldwide,  he  said. 


In  discussing  their  present  ac¬ 
tivities,  future  plans  and  information¬ 
gathering  efforts,  the  groups  might 
move  toward  “a  deliberate 
strategy  . . .  being  certain  that  all  of 
the  world’s  people  groups  have 
somebody  praying  for  and  working 
toward  witnessing  to  them,”  Parks 
said. 

Many  of  the  people  groups  —  total¬ 
ing  more  than  half  of  the  world’s  5 
billion  people  —  are  in  communist- 
bloc,  Islamic,  and  other  countries 
where  foreign  missions  work  is  either 
prohibited  or  restricted. 

Parks  said  some  groups  may  want 
to  study  Southern  Baptists’  strength 
in  career  missionaries  —  3,800  in  110 
countries,  the  vast  majority  of  them 
fluent  in  the  languages  spoken  where 
they  live.  Southern  Baptists,  mean¬ 
while,  may  want  to  study  the 
methodology  of  groups  with  mobile 
personnel. 

Also,  Parks  said,  “Some  of  the 
groups  are  active  in  countries  where 
we’re  not.” 


Missionaries  underscore 
necessity  of  risk-takine 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  -  When 
terrorists  in  Colombia  grabbed 
headlines  for  their  violent  acts,  a  few 
of  Larry  Booth’s  relatives  and  friends 
reached  for  pen  and  paper. 

“Find  a  safer  mission  field,”  they 
urged  him.  “There  isn’t  such  a  place 
in  this  world,”  the  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  told  1,400-plus  Foreign 
Mission  Week  participants  at 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist  Conference 
Center. 

Booth,  notihg  that  thousands  of 
Americans  would  die  in  traffic  ac¬ 
cidents  during  the  July  4  weekend, 
said,  “Risk-taking  continues 
throughout  our  lives  until  the  day  we 
die.” 

“Risk-'Rsikers  and  Rope-Holders,” 
the  theme  of  the  early-July  meeting, 
was  underscored  with  the  sobering 
news  that  three  American  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  other  denominations 
and  a  British  missionary  had  been 
kidnapped  in  the  Sudan. 

R.  Keith  Parks,  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  president, 
acknowledged  an  increased  emphasis 
in  recent  months  on  the  risk  involved 
in  evangelizing  a  world  marked  by 


By  Art  Ibalston 

unrest.  “It  just  seems  that  this  has 
been  laid  on  our  hearts  by  the  Lord,” 
he  said. 

Missionaries  aren’t  the  only  ones 
who  confront  risk.  Parks  said.  Anyone 
who  refuses  God’s  claim  on  his  or  her 
life  is  “literally  running  the  risk  of  bot¬ 
ching  up  an  eternal  soul.” 

Some  pastors,  for  example,  have 
never  considered  missionary  service. 
“How  can  anyone  preach  from  this 
(Bible)  and  say  to  a  congregation, 
‘You  do  whatever  (jod  wants  you  to  do, 
wherever  he  wants  you  to  do  it,’  and 
never  once  say,  ‘Lord,  I  also  am  will¬ 
ing’?”  Parks  asked.  “You  risk  effec¬ 
tiveness  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  by  refusing  to  look  at  the 
full  implications  of  the  gospel  you 
preach.” 

“You  ri&k  effectiveness  as  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
by  refusing  to  look  at  the  full  im¬ 
plications  of  the  gospel  you  preach.” 

Southern  Baptists  at-large  must 
risk  tradition  to  share  their  faith  with 
the  world,  said  Bill  O’Brien,  the 
board's  executive  vice  president. 
“What  if  this  denomination  moved  to 
a  biennial  convention?”  he  asked.  “Do 
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WMU  schedules  training 
camp  for  new  leaders 


you  know  how  much  money  we  spend 
on  annual  conventions?  What  if  we, 
said,  for  the  sake  of  the  evangelization 
of  the  world  for  the  next  decade,  we’ll 
get  our  business  done  once  every  two 
years? 

“Then,  in  that  off  year,  we’ll  free  up 
those  preachers  and  other  staff 
members  and  lay  volunteers,  and  all 
the  money  they  would  have  spent  at 
the  convention,  and  send  them  in  part¬ 
nership  evangelism  around  the  world 
to  share  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ, 
both  in  the  hard  places  as  well  as  the 
responsive  places? 

“What  if  every  believer  doubled  the 
tithe  in  the  next  10  years?”  O’Brien 
continued.  “(You)  couldn’t  keep  up 
with  the  latest  fashions,  couldn’t  eat 
the  gourmet  foods  every  week.” 

Otherwise,  he  said:  ‘The  United 
States  churches  don’t  have  much  to 
teach  the  world  anymore.  If  you  could 
stand  alongside  those  who  have  been 
oppressed  and  through  the  fires  of 
persecution  and  literally  given  all 
they  have,  what  would  you  say?” 

Indeed,  countless  (Christians  abroad 
have  made  such  sacrifices.  Dwight 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Training  sessions  for  newly-elected 
church  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
leaders  is  scheduled  for  Aug.  16-15  at 
Clinton’s  Camp  Garaywa.  Par¬ 
ticipants  can  choose  day,  night,  or 
overnight  sessions. 

Day  sessions  will  be  Aug.  10-13,  9 
a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Night  sessions  will  be 
Aug.  10  afad  11,  6:30-9  p.m.  The  over¬ 
night  pro^m  will  be  Aug.  14-15.  Pre- 
registration  is  only  required  for  the 
overnight  session,  which  begins  at  4 
p.m.,  Aug.  14,  and  concludes  after 
lunch  the  next  day. 

Those  WMU  leaders  choosing  the 
overnight  leadership  pn^ram  will 
hear  Frances  Tyler,  retired  Bible  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Blue  Mountain  (College  Cost 
will  be  $19  per  person.  Participants 
need  to  bring  sheets  and  towels. 

Missions  Friends  directors  and 
leaders  will  be  led  by  Patricia  Sim¬ 
mons,  MF/GA  consultant. 

Girls  in  Action  directors  and  leaders 
will  be  led  by  Mrs.  Bill  Backus,  Im¬ 
manuel  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Mission  Friends  and  GA  directors 
and  leaders  will  take  a  hands-on  ap¬ 
proach  to  developing  units  of  study 
and  planning  a  calendar  of  activities 
for  the  new  church  year. 

Acteens  directO|^  and  leaders  will 
be  team-led  by  Jan  Cossitt,  Acteens 
consultant,  and  (Cindy  Pelphrey,  First 
Baptist  (Church,  Columbus. 

Baptist  Young  Women  and  Baptist 
Women  will  participate  in  a  px)tpouiTi 
of  ideas  and  practical  how-to’s  on  the 
weeks  of  prayer,  mission  study,  mis¬ 
sion  action  projects  and  enlistment. 

Baptist  Young  Women  directors. 


presidents,  and  secretaries  will  be  led 

Monica  Keathley,  BYW  consultant. 

Baptist  Women  directors, 
presidents,  and  secretaries  will  be  led 
by  Mrs.  L.  C.  White,  First  Baptist 
(Church,  Greenville. 

'BW/BYW  mission  study  chairmen 
and  group  leaders  will  be  led  by 
Ashley  McCaleb,  Baptist  Women 
consultant. 

BW/BYW  mission  support 
chairmen  and  group  leaders  will  be 
led  by  Marjean  Patterson,  WMU  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director. 

BW/BYW  mission  action  chairmen 
and  group  leaders  will  be  led  by  Mrs. 
Robert  Calvert,  Ashland  Baptist 
(Church,  Ashland. 

Experienced  WMU  directors  and 
general  officers  (secretaries,  enlist¬ 
ment/enlargement  directors,  mission 
action  directors)  will  be  led  by  Mrs. 
James  Fancher,  state  WMU 
president. 

Inexperienced  WMU  directors  and 
general  officers  (secretaries,  enlist¬ 
ment/enlargement  directors  and  mis¬ 
sion  action  directors)  will  be  led  by 
Mrs.  Jerry  Thylor,  First  Baptist 
Church,  Clara. 

Centennial  chairmen  will  be  led  by 
Sue  l^tum,  state  WMU  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  Yazoo  City. 

During  the  day,  the  four  age-level 
consultants  will  present  an  overview 
of  their  organizations  to  the  WMU 
directors  conference. 

Lunch  will  be  served  Monday,  Tiies- 
day,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  at  a 
cost  of  $4.25. 

There  will  be  a  book  store  for  all 
sessions. 


Inflation  catches  up 
with  SBC  contributions 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The 
economy’s  tortoise  has  caught  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  hare. 

After  racing  ahead  of  inflation  for 
months,  the  SBC  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  is  locked  in  a  dead  heat  with  the 
consumer  price  increase  —  about  four 
percent  annually. 

The  Cooperative  Program  is  the 
SBC’s  convention-wide  missions 
budget,  which  supports  evangelistic, 
educational  and  ministry  efforts 


around  the  globe.  Southern  Baptists 
contributed  $11,851,554  to  the  fund  dur¬ 
ing  June,  announced  Harold  C.  Ben¬ 
nett,  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee. 

Contributions  to  the  Cooperative 
program  at  the  end  of  three-quarters 
of  its  fiscal  year  are  $96,114,965,  or  four 
percent  ahead  of  the  same  point  last 
year,  Bennett  said. 

That  gain  compares  to  a  U.S.  infla- 
(Continu^  on  page  4) 
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Conehatta  (Newton):  July  26-31;  7 
p.m.;  John  Purvis.  Taylorsville, 
visiting  minister;  Allen  Hill,  First, 
Union,  music  ;  Mack  Carney,  pastor. 

Oak  Grove  (Clarke):  July  26-31; 
services,  7:30  nighUy;  Bobby  Walker, 
pastor;  Lynn  Mackey,  evangelist; 
Novel  Albritton,  music  director. 


CoopervlUe.  Morton:  July  26-31;  East  Union,  Rt.  1.  Magnolia:  July 
SundS,  11  a  m..  7:15 p.m.;  Mon.-Fri..  26-31;  July  26.  homecoming  wryi^. 
11  a  m.,  7:30  pm.;  evangelist.  Neil  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  covered  dish  lun- 
Gant  Pine  Grove,  Hickory  Flat;  cheon,  noon,  and  1:30  p.m.  ^mce; 
music  evangelist.  Bob  Seale,  First.  Mon.-Fri  ,  7:30  p.m.;  Da^dd  Malign 
Morton  •  LaVeme  Summerlin,  pastor,  and  Tim  King,  both  of  South  Mc^mb 

Church,  evangelist  and  music  direc- 
Old  Hebron,  New  Hebron:  July  tor  respectively ;  Dale  Wilson,  pastor. 
26-31 ;  John  McBride,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board,  Jackson,  Mount  Moriah  (Marshall):  July 
evangelist;  David  DeWeese  Bassfield,  26-29,  Sunday,  11  a  m. ;  each  evening, 
music;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lunch  served,  7:30,  Lee  Castle,  pastor,  Slay^n. 
afternoon  service,  no  service  Sunday  church,  evangelist;  Gary  Phillips, 
night;  Mon.-Fri.,  8 a.m.,  7:30  p.m. ;  L.  music;  Millard  L.  Swinney,  pastor. 

C.  Anthony,  pastor. 

Zion  Hill.  Liberty:  July  29-Aug.  2; 
Tingipahoa,  (Pike):  Jult  26-31;  Wed.-Sat  ,  7  p.m.,  Sunday,  homecom- 
Sunday  services,  11  a  m.,  lunch  serv-  jng,  Sunday  School,  10  a  m. ;  morning 
ed,  afternoon  service  following  lunch ;  worship  11 ;  dinner  on  the  grounds ; 
Mon.-Fri.,  9  a.m.,  7:30  p.m.;  Ron  gospel  singing  in  afternoon,  featuring 
Kirkland,  pastor.  First,  Batesville,  The  Majesties  and  The  Foundation 
evangelist;  Darrell  Williams,  Fern-  Singers;  Marvin  Douglass,  speaker ; 
wood,  music;  Jerry  G.  Wise,  pastor.  Danny  Miller,,  music;  Woody  D. 

Rimes,  pastor. 

Pleasant  Grove,  (Lincoln):  July 

f SS’  Waynesbor..  July  26-31; 

CTungelist;  Edwin  SudduUi  ^Iral. 

Brookhaven  music;  James  E.  ,  . 

Sanders,  pastor.  TVknni»  r.nv  full-time  evaneelist. 


Each  church  is  considering  a  suggested  minimum  goal  (Great  C<Hn- 
mitment)  and  a  maximum  goal  (Greater  Conamitment).  The  target 
range  gives  each  church  an  idea  of  what  it  requued  to  achieve  success 
for  the  Mississippi  Mission.  Listed  below  are  ^  ^ults  churches 

reaching  OT  surpassing  their  low  goal  in  ■  ’  ‘ 

Church 

\  .ivana  Bapt.  Mission,  Gulfport 
Tn^,  First  B^tist  Church,  Pontotoc 
Liberty  Baptist  Church,  Pontotoc 
Valley  Grove  Baptist  CJiurch,  Tupelo 
j'irst  Baptist  Church,  Ripley 
First  Baptist  Cliurch,  Bay  St.  l/)uis 


the  midst  of  summer  vacation. 
Goals  Pledge 

4-  5,000  5,000 

4-  5,000  5,000 

6-  7,000  7,000 

5-  6,000  5,000 

57-68,000  103,000 

39-45,000  $45,000 


Gore  Springs  (Grenada):  July 
26-31;  Billy  Lee  Foley,  pastor, 
Macedonia,  Myrtle,  evangelist;  Hollis 
Ishee,  Grenada,  music;  services, 
10:30 a.m.,  and 7:30 nightly;  Bemette 
Fielder,  pastor. 

New  Sardis  (Smith):  July  26-31; 
Sunday,  worship  10:45,  covered  dish 
luncheon,  services  following  lun¬ 
cheon;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  nightly;  Charles 
Burnham,  evangelist,  Ralph  Hall* 
music;  Joe  Crout,  pastor. 


Inflation  catches  up 
with  SBC  contributions 


(Continued  from  page  3)  levels  as  some  had  predicted.  We  are 

^  ^  „  „  _  ,  concerned  about  the  states  afflicted 

tion  rate  of  al^t  3.8  percent,  said  Tm  economic  problems,  ahd  we  ap 

A.  Hedquist  vice  president  f^  preciate  the  sacrifices  they  are  mak- 
business  and  finance  of  the  Executive  P  ^  ^  Cooperative  Program. 

(Committee.  “Second,  the  other  larger  state  con- 

The  race  between  inflation  and  the  ventions  are  leveling  off  in  their  giv- 
Cooperative  Program  has  evened  out  j,jg  Their  increases  are  healthy.” 
because  the  inflation  rate  has  sped  up  -phe  $11.8  million  total  for  June 
while  the  CP’s  increase  has  slowed,  represents  a  17.27  percent  increase 
For  example,  inflation  swayed  down  ^^gr  June  of  1986.  However,-it  includes 
to  below  two  percent  for  periods  when  about  $2  million  which  was  con- 
the  CP  grew  at  a  4.5  percent  to  6  per-  tributed  the  last  Sunday  in  May  but 
cent  pace.  arrived  at  the  Executive  Committeer 

“We  are  not  disappointed  with  the  after  the  books  closed  on  the  month, 
year-to-date  Cooperative  Program  Consequently,  the  high  June  actually 
total  compared  to  the  inflation  rate,”  balances  out  the  low  May  and 
Bennett  said.  “But  if  inflation  goes  presents  the  Cooperative  Program 


i.m.,  regular  services,  11  a  m.,  6:30  Antioch  (Rankin):  July  ^31;  Mon.-  Stevens,  pastor. 

?.m.;  lunch  after  morning  service;  Fri.,  11  a  m.,  7:30p.m.;  Mike Thomp-  lulv  26-31- 

Hanild  D.  Scott,  pastor,  evangelist;  son,  Maranatha,  evangelist;  Tim  f 

Danny  Harrison,  music;  Mon.-Fri.,  Canterbury,  Rock  Hill,  music  direc-  .  ^Se 

7-30  nm  tor;  Larry  Duncan,  pastor.  10:30  a.m.,  7.30  pjn,,  ueorge 

7.,sop.m.  j  Meadows,  pastor.  First,  Pearl, 

Pleasant  Valley  (Simpson):  July  evangelist;  Hubert 
Carrollton.  Carrollton:  July  26-31;  26-31;  Sunday  services,  10  a  m.  Sun-  Brookhaven,  music  evangelist;  Davi 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  day  School,  worship,  11  a  m.  v^t  J.  Perry,  pastor. 

10:30  a.m.,  7:30  p.m.;  Larry  Edwards,  lunch  following;  aftemoon  service, 

Mt.  Olive,  (CJarroU) ;  Gary  and  Linday  i:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  nightly;  Antioch,  Leakesville:  July  26-31; 
Lewis,  Mt.  Olive,  (Carroll);  George  Jimmy  T.  Smith  Jr,  pastor.  homecoming,  Sunday,  regular  ser- 

Smith,  pastor.  vices,  lunch  served,  afternoon  ser- 

Vaiden,  Vaiden:  July  19-24;  Sunday,  vice;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p  m.;  Wilbur 
Pleasant  HUI,  New  Albany:  July  U  a  m., 7  p.m.;  weekdays,  10:30a.m..  Walters,  pastor,  W®st  Satem, 
27-31-  services  nightly  7  p.m.;  7:45  p.m.;  Tbm  McLaughlin,  BSU  evangelist;  Kenneth  Hedgepeth, 
evangelist,  Milton  Koon;  music,  Jeff  director,  MDJC,  speaker;  Jeff  King,  Rawls  Springs,  Hattiraburg,  music; 
Garrett  Durant,  music;  Leon  Holley,  pastor.  William  Qawson,  pastor. 


Missionaries  underscore 
necessity  of  risk-taking. 


(Continued  from  page  3)  woman  had  lost  her  family. 

Baker,  a  retired  missionary  who  Such  Christians,  Thorpe  said,  “show 
worked  in  India  and  Israel,  said  Chris-  the  way  for  us  in  the  West  to  know  God 
tians  in  northeastern  India,  for  exam-  by  bearing  our  crosses.  These  people 
pie,  are  being  persecuted  by  Hindu  indeed  counted  all  as  loss  to  know 
extremists.  Master.’ 

Numerous  believers  have  been  kill-  Southern  Baptists  must  not  think  of 
ed,  others  have  been  attacked  or  en-  player  as  “less  important”  than  the 
dured  job  discrimination,  and  worship  dangers  overseas  believers  and 
services  have  been  disrupted.  foreign  missionaries  face.  Parks  said. 

Wayne  Thorpe,  a  missionary  to  Things  happen  as  a  result  of  prayer 
Nepal,  told  of  two  farmers  and  a  ..^bat  would  not  happen  otherwise 
housewife  who  were  candidates  for  power  needs  to  be  prayed  forth 

baptism  there  in  the  mid-19708.  They  _  .  . 

were  reminded  they  might  ^to  jail 
for  a  year.  The  farmers  wereiremind- 
ed  they  might  lose  their  land.  The 
housewife  was  reminded  that  her  hus¬ 
band  and  children  might  abandon  her. 

Still,  each  proceeded  to  be  baptized. 

Before  long,  one  farmer  had  been  jail¬ 
ed,  the  other  had  lost  his  land  and  the  Mission  Board. 

Agriculturist  opens  j  Madagascar  work 

ANTANANARIVO,  Madagascar  —  world’s  fifth  largest  island,  located  off 
Agricultural  evangelist  Fred  Sorrells  the  southeast  coast  of  Africa.  'The 
and  his  wife.  Sami,  arrived  in  Southern  Baptist  missionary  0—7'“ 
Madagascar  May  12  to  open  Southern  had  previously  been  assigned  to  the 
Baptist  work  there.  About  10  million  Uny  east  African  nation  of  Burundi, 
peopli^  Uyift  w  Ma(linga,$<?wi 


Larry  and  Cheryl  Cox,  missionaries  Roddy  and  Caroline  Conerly,  mis- 
since  1975,  resigned  from  missionary  sionaries  to  Peru,  have  completed 
service.  The  Foreign  Mission  Board  furlough  and  returned  to  the  field  (ad- 
approved  their  resignation  at  its  May  dress:  Apartado  3177,  Lima,  100 
meeting.  They  served  in  Ivory  Coast  Peru).  He  is  a  native  of  Osyka,  Miss, 
and  since  1980  in  Burkina  Paso.  A  The  former  Caroline  Powell,  she  was 
native  of  Mississippi,  he  was  bom  in  bora  in  Franklinton,  La.,  and  con- 
Lexington  and  also  lived  in  Black  siders  Osyka  her  hometown. 

More  than  100  people  made  public  Hawk  and  Greenwood  while  growing  Errol  and  Mary  Simmons,  mis- 
decisions  during  the  Foreign  Missions  up.  She  is  the  former  Cheryl  Keathley  sionaries  to  Spain,  have  arrived  in  the 
Week,  including  92  sensing  a  call  to  of  Memphis,  Ibnn.  They  may  be  ad-  States  for  fqrlough  (address:  3034-L 

dressed  c/o  First  Baptist  Church,  P.  SW  89th  St.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
breign  O.  Box  390,  Vicksburg,  Miss.  39180.  73159).  A  naUve  of  Louisiana,  he  was 

bora  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  former 
John  and  Jean  Jacobs,  missionaries  Mary  Ishee  of  Mississippi,  she  was 
to  Trinidad,  have  arrived  in  the  States  bora  in  Jones  (bounty  and  grew  up 
for  furlou^  followed  by  retirement  near  Laurel. 

(address:  681  Perkins  Rd.,  N.,  Mem-  Warren  and  Joanah  Rush,  mis- 
phjs,  Ttenn.  38122).  He  is  a  native  of  sionary  associates,  have  retired  from 
couple  Cfanton,  Ohio,  and  she  is  the  former  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Jean  HoUey  of  Booncville,  Miss.  Th^y  Board  and  are  how  living  at  372 
began  serving  with  the  Fhreign  Mis-  Ridgewood  Circle,  Fairhope,  Ala. 
Sion  Board  in  1969.  36532.  . 


Thursday,  July  23,  IW? 
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Peace  Committee’s 
^satisfies’  Herschel 


report 

Hobbs 


Associations  adopt  annuity  plan 

This  association  has  adopted  the  last  reported  in  the  June  4  issue,  of  the 
Expanded  Annuity  Plan  since  those  Baptist  Record:  Union  County. 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  - 
Herschel  Hobbs  is  satisfied  with  the 
report  of  the  SBC  Peace  Committee 
adopted  overwhelmingly  at  the  an¬ 
nual  convention  in  St.  Louis. 

He’s  not  happy  with  it,  but  he’s 
satisfied. 

“Happy  means  you  get  everything 
you  want,”  Hobbs  said.  “I  don’t  know 
of  anyone  who  was  happy.” 

In  fact,  he  advised  members  of  the 
committee  to  write  all  their  friends, 
because  after  the  report  was 
presented,  they  would  have  no  friends, 
he  said. 

Hobbs,  pastor  emeritus  of  First 
Baptist  cihurch  of  Oklahoma  (^ty  is  on 
the  22-member  committee  that 
labored  two  full  years  to  find  root 
causes  and  suggest  solutions  to  solve 
the  controversy  that’s  been  spinning 
Southern  Baptist  wheels  since  1979. 
Hobbs  has  not  been  associated  with 
any  political  movement  within  the 
denomination. 

Hobbs  has  emerged  from  the 
obscurity  imposed  by  retirement  to 
become  the  name  most  quoted  by 
those  arguing  the  meaning  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Faith  and  Message  statement  of 
Scripture. 

Hobbs  chaired  the  committee  that 
wrote  the  1963  statement.  Its  state¬ 
ment  on  Scripture  declares  the  Bible 
has  “truth,  without  any  mixture  of  er¬ 
ror,  for  its  matter.” 

While  Peace  Committee  CJhairman 
Charles  Fuller  admitted  members  oc¬ 
casionally  disagreed,  “it  was  never 
true,”  Hobbs  said,  that  .the  committee 
was  “divided.” 

The  committee  thought  of  asking 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  to 
name  a  committee  of  five  to  imple¬ 
ment  its  recommendations.  Then 
members  decided  no  one  “knows 
more  about  this  situation  than  the  cur¬ 
rent  committee,”  so  it  named  itself. 

“Our  purpose  is  not  to  police 
anybody,”  Hobbs  emphasized. 

He  said  when  the  report  listed  ex¬ 
amples  of  how  most  Southern  Baptists 
interpreted  certain  biblical  passages 
“we  were  not  saying  that  we  as  a  com¬ 
mittee  believe  this  and  you  have  to 
believe  it,  too.  We’re  just  saying  this 
is  what  we  found,”  he  said. 

Hobbs  sees  the  Peace  Committee, 
which  plans  to  meet  just  once  a  year 
for  three  years,  as  a  place  for  people 
to  air  their  grievances  without  having 
to  bring  them  before  the  entire 
convention. 

Hobbs  feels  that  differs  from  the 
trustee  function  in  that  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee  members  could  talk  informally 
with  the  agency  and  institution 
presidents  about  grievances.  Such 
discussions  among  trustees  suffer  the 
burden  and  tensions  of  official  action. 

“A¥e  have  ento^  a  new  era,”  Hobbs 
said.  “We’re  going  to  have  to  learn  to 
live  in  the  new  era.  It’s  sort  of  like  a 
child  learning  to  walk.  He  needs 


By  Norman  Jameson 

somebody  to  stand  there  by  him  in 
case  he  starts  to  fall.” 

Hobbs  does  not  claim  peace  wiU 
result  immediately  from  the  report, 
but  it  marks  the  beginning  point  for 
peace,  be  said. 

Although  the  committee  promised 
to  release  its  report  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  two  months  before  the  convention 
for  consideration,  messengers  receiv¬ 
ed  the  report  just  12  hours  before  they 
passed  it  by  95  percent.  'The  delay, 
Hobbs  said,  was  due  to  press  reports 
following  the  October  1986  prayer 
retreat  in  GlcMieta. 

Peace  Committee  members  and 
agency  leaders  met  at  the  Glorieta 
Conference  Center  for  a  prayer 
meeting  and  retreat.  There,  the  six 
seminary  presidents  issued  a  seven- 
point  series  of  commitments  —  dubb¬ 
ed  the  Gl<»ieta  Statement. 

The  commitments  promised  to  en¬ 
force  seminary  confessional 
statements;  promised  to  “foster” 
balanced  teaching;  pledged  “respect 
for  the  convictions  of  all  Southern 
Baptists ;  ”  committed  the  presidents 
to  pick  teachers  and  speakers  from 
across  the  SBC  “theological  spec¬ 
trum;”  promised  to  lead  seminary 
communities  in  spiritual  dimensions; 
pledged  to  support  evangelism  and 
missions  while  emphasizing  doctrine 
and  heritage;  and  announced  three 
national  conferences  on  biblical 
inerrancy. 

“We  were  on  shouting  ground”  after 
that  meeting  said  Hobbs.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  buoyed  in  spirit,  was  ready  to 
start  drafting  its  report. 

Then  newspapers  carried 
statements  by  Randall  Lolley,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southeastern  Seminary,  and 
I^y  Honeycutt,  president  of  Southern 
Seminary,  that  the  Glorieta  Statement 
would  change  nothing  at  their 
seminaries,  he  said. 

The  Peacte  Committee  was  offend¬ 
ed,  thinking  the  presidents  were  back¬ 
ing  away  from  their  commitment. 

The  committee  spent  its  November 
meeting  hashing  out  its  next  steps 
after  the  apparent  vacillation  of  the 
presidents,  lliey  dispatched  the  chair¬ 
man  and  vice  chairman  to  question 
Lolley  and  Honeycutt. 

The  presidents  told  them  they 
meant  they  already  were  actively  pur¬ 
suing  the  commitments  of  the 
Glorieta  Statement.  That’s  why  the 
statement  would  not  change  the  way 
(hey  do  business. 

"rhe  Peace  Committee  received  that 
report  at  its  December  meeting  and 
did  not  get  started  writing  its  own 
report  until  January,  Hobbs  said.  And 
that  two-month  delay  kept  the  Peace 
(Committee  from  fulfilling  its  promise 

'Rsaching  at  the  seminaries  has 
been  at  the  hub  of  the  controversy. 
The  presidents  recognized  that  in 
their  Glorieta  Statement.  Statements 
have  been  made  that  “the  seminaries 


are  full  of  liberals”  and  professors 
there  “teach  slop.” 

Peace  Committee  investigators 
found  “two  professws  at  one  seminary 
and  one  at  another”  who  were  “not 
teaching  in  accord  with  the  beliefs  of 
the  majority  of  Southern  Baptists,” 
Hobbs  said.  ■ 

He  said  he  talked  to  all  the  ^ 
seminary  presidents,  except  Russell 
Dilday  ot  Southwestern,  at  ^  conven¬ 
tion  after  the  Peace  Committee 
reported.  Elach,  he  said,  told  him  ‘ 
there  was  nothing  in  the  repml  he 
“couldn’t  live  with.”  Hobbs  said  he 
knows  Dilday  feels  that  way,  too. 

Hobbs  pictured  Southern  Baptists  of 
the  past  decade  like  a  summer  storm. 
Pe<^le  milled  around,  hot  and  sticky.^ 
in  ill  humor,  seeing  storm  clouds  roll 
in.  Then  the  storm  came  Some  peo¬ 
ple  got  wet  but  the  storm  cleared  the 
air  and  rolled  on.  Thunder  still  rumbl¬ 
ed,  but  each  roar  was  further  distant. 

There  will  still  be  some  thunder  in 
the  convention,  he  said,  but  the  sUnm 
is  receding. 

Hobbs,  who  has  been  in  on  some  of 
the  most  significant  events  of 
Southern  Baptist  hisUa^,  has  the  long 
perspective. 

“In  the  past  when  we’ve  gone 
through  one  of  these,  we’ve  onne  back 
to  the  center,”  he  said.  “But  because 
of  the  political  aspect  of  this  one, 
which  we’ve  not  had  in  previous  ex¬ 
periences,  I  think  we’re  going  to  end 
up  just  to  the  right  of  center,  but  we’re 
not  going  to  stay  there  long.  We’ll  be 
coming  back  to  the  center.” 

He  predicted  the  return  to  the 
center  in  “five  years,  probably  less.” 

St.  Louis,  where  the  Peace  C!ommit- 
tee  delivered  the  report,  is  a  special 
place  for  Hobbs.  He  was  elected  SBC 
president  there  26  years  ago. 

Norman  Jameson  is  associate 
editor,  Oklahoma  Baptist  Messenger. 


Tennessee  Baptists 
elect  Allen  editor 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The  Ten¬ 
nessee  Baptist  (Convention  Executive 
Board  unanimously  elected  W.  Flet¬ 
cher  Allen  as  editor  of  the  Baptist  and 
Reflector  during  a  called  meeting  of 
the  board  June  26. 

Allen,  editor  of  the  Baptist  True 
Union,  the  Baptist  newsjoumal  for 
.Maryland/Delaware  for  the  past  four 
years,  will  begin  his  new  duties  Aug. 
17. 

'  He  succeeds  Alvin  C.  Shackleford, 
who  left  March  15  to  become  vice- 
president  for  public  relations  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex¬ 
ecutive  (Committee 


Senior  Adult  IV  Gulfshore  Retreat 

August  18-22.  Urgent!  Register  Now!^ 
Heor  Dr.  Penrose  fit.  Amont  —  ifoted  Bible  Progchet... 


Sardis  (Smith):  July  5-9;  total  of  56  gomery,  Ala.,  evangelist;  Mr.  and 
decisions,  18  accepted  (Christ  as  Savior  Mrs.  Jeff  Dixon,  Bay  Springs,  music ; 
and  one  by  letter;  Perry  Neal,  Mont-  Pete  Pearson,  pastor. 


EXCELLENT  OPPORTUNITY 
ADMINISTRATOR 

For  privately  endowed  children’s  home. 

•  Beautiful-modern  cottage  living. 

•  Spacious-modern  home  provided. 

PREFER  EDUCATIONAL  OR  ACTIVITIES 
DIRECTOR  BACKGROUND 

Salary  negotiable  —  good  fringe  benefits. 

Send  Resume:  Secretary 

P.  O.  Box  1030 
Meridian,  MS  39302 

(All  applicants  will  be  treated  confidentially) 


POINUNG 

THE  mi... 

Bailey  Smith  e-  pointing  people  to  Chnst 
Hear  his  dynamic  message  that  is  reaching 
millions  todav! 


Watkins  Stadium 
7:30  pm 

August  9th  -16th 
Laurel,  Ms. 


postal  funding 


Whitten  speaks  on 


^  ^  Comatssman  Jamie  Whitten  (D-  recommended  by  the  President  but 

•  said  that  he  is  highly  were  restored  by  the  fuU  APPJp^«- 

m  1  1  gratified  at  House  approval  of  the,  tions  Committee,  which  Whitten 

V>l  T  Treasury-Postal  Service  Appropria-  chairs.  _  . 

J  tions  bill,  which  includes  the  restora-  ^ 

tion  of  Revalue  Foregone  funds  for  independent  agency,  Whitten  said. 
It  is  my  pledge  that  I  will  not,  in  any  the  Postal  Service  “we  must  do  what  we  can  to  see  that 

way,  lead  the  Legislature  to  call  for  a  jjjU  passed  254  to  158,  these  vital  services  are  maintained, 

referendum  of  legalizing  a  lottery.  I  provided  funds  to  maintain  postal  especially  for  ctaritable  and  educa- 

will  not  encourage  such  a  referwidum.  j^r  non-profit,  third-class  tional  purpose.” 

As  Governor,  I  will  try  to  lead  maiUys-  Hagsrnonn  rates:  and  second  The  bill,  which  also  continues  the 
Mississippi  to  do  things  that  are  good  in’^iounty  mailers.  These  rates  requirement  for  providing  mail  ser- 

for  our  society,  that  are  uplifting  and  risen  substantially  over  the  past  vice  six  days  a  week,  now  goes- to  the 

morally  strengthening.  Frankly,  I  do  gg^gral  years.  The  funds  had  not  been  Senate, 
not  believe  that  gambling  in  any  form 

would  be  uplifting  to  our  fellow  |  ■ 

I  Pttprs  to  the  editor 


A  Baptist  Record  survey  of  10 
gubernatorial  candidates  for  the  Aug. 

4  primary  election  concerning  their 
views  on  a  state-operated  lottery 
elicited  responses  from  seven  of  the 
candidates.  All  who  responded 
registered  their  opposition  to  a  lottor. 

Of  the  eight  Democrat  candidates, 
five  responded  to  the  enquiry.  Th^ 
responding  were  Ed  Pittman,  Mike 
Sturdivant,  John  Arthur  Elaves,  H.  R. 
Tbney,  and  Gilbert  Fountain.  That  left 
no  response  from  Bill  Waller,  Ray 
Mabus,  and  Maurice  Dantin. 

Both  of  the  Republican  candidates 
replied.  They  are  Jack  Reed  and  Doug 
Lemon. 

The  question  was,  “Would  you  seek 
to  lead  the  Legislature  in  calling  for 
a  referendum  of  legalizing  lottery?” 
In  each  case,  among  the  seven  can¬ 
didates  who  responded,  the  answer 
was  a  resounding  no. 

The  other  portion  of  the  survey  was 
inviting  the  candidates  to  make  any 
statement  desired  in  addition  to  their 
answers  or  in  lieu  of  their  answers. 
The  Baptist  Record  is  presenting  the 
statements  returned  by  the  can¬ 
didates.  One,  John  Arthur  Eaves, 
registered  his  opposition  to  a  referen¬ 
dum  in  a  single  word.  The  others 
amounts  of 


tion  through  a  reterenaum,  i  fork  of  the  North  Delta  Baptist 

assure  you  that  as  Governor  of  this  Glenneld  history  AssociaUon  (Tunica,  Quitman,  and 

state  I  will  not  lead  in  such  a  referen-  .Coahoma  (bounties).  Plans  began  last 

dum  effort.  Glenfield  Baptist  Church  would  like  November.  Nearly  $20,000  was  raised 

to  have  information  concerning  the  ^  cover  expenses  and  to  provide  a 
T  I-  II  rl  history  of  our  church.  We  are  especial-  jove  offering  for  the  Jay  Strack 

Jack  Iteea  Jy  interested  in  old  pictures  of  the  organization.  An  added  benefit  is  that 

1  am  personally  opposed  to  a  state-  church  and  pictures  of  the  men  who  the  churches  and  pastors  were 
run  lottery  or  to  any  legalized  gambl-  served  as  pastor.  We  would  also  like  strengthened  and  brought  closer 
ing.  Philosophically,  I  believe  that  the  to  have  biographical  information  on  together  through  the  crusade  effort, 
expectation  of  getting  “something  for  the  pastors  and  the  dates  they  served 
nothing”  undermines  one’s  value  ^t  Glenfield.  Our  church  records 
system  and  is  harmful  to  that  extent,  ^gted  before  1959  have  disappeared. 

However,  I  also  believe  that  a  lottery  piease  send  any  information  or  pic- 
is  the  least  harmful  form  of  legalized  tures  to  the  above  address.  We  will 
gambling  and  already  exists  in  many  return  any  fMctures  if  these  are  the  on- 
states  who  claim  that  its  conse-  ly  available  sources.  Your  help  will  be 
quences  are  not  serious.  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Acteens 

Therefore,  I  would  not  feel  that  it  ^^o  are  involved  in  writing  this 
would  be  appropriate  to  veto  the  ac-  history, 
tion  of  two-thirds  (?)  of  our  state's  Acteens, 

voters.  Glenfield  Baptist  Church 

Furthermore,  even  though  I  am  a  1032  w.  Bankhead  Dr. 

strong  proponent  of  public  education.  New  Albany,  Miss.  38652 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  lottery  is 

justified  to  support  public  education,  ^  ,  _ j 

which  I  feel  is  too  important  to  be  otrSCK  CrUSaClC 
dependent  on  gambling  for  its 

support.  . .  ..  ,  -  28-Ju1v  2  North  DelU 


S.  M.  Henriques,  Jr 
Jim  Harris 
chairmen 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prtc«.  binding  and  atyla  to  moat  ovofy 
nood.  Quality  workmanship  guarantood. 
Writs  for  illustratad  pries  foldsr. 
"inttrrmtionaUy  known  apocMists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


presented  varying 
materia)  in  reply. 

These  replies  follow  in  aljrfiabetical 

order:  da' states  about  how  “you  can  be  a 

IT^.intain  millionaire.”  When  lotteries  are 

Gilbert  fountain  legalized,  crime  commissions  are 

On  the  matter  of  a  lottery  u  passed  sjniultaneously  set  up,  since  lotteries 
by  the  Legislature :  “1  would  leave  it  g^Qy^age  illegal  gambling  and  white 
up  to  the  people  of  Mississippi  to  vote  crime.  Legalized  gambling 

on  it.”  creates  compulsive  gamblers,  who 

With  the  opportunity  of  an  addi-  gygntually  lose  becaiee  the  odds 

tional  statement.  Fountain  wrote,  I  stacked  against  them.  The  next 
will  not  fail  you.  Will  you  not  fail  me.  ^  check  writing,  embezzle- 

y-k  f  ment,  theft,  etc.  to  fund  the  habit. 

Uoug  L^mon  Pjyg  states  already  have  establish- 

As  governor,  I  would  fight  any  at-  gj  treatment  programs  for 
tempt  to  legalize  any  form  of  gambl-  rehabilitating  compulsive  gamblers, 
ing  in  Mississippi.  The  following  The  programs,  of  course,  are  funded 
discussion  will  address,  not  only  the  {ygn,  gambling  revenues.  Statistics 
spiritual  implications,  but  the  fallacy  show  that  compulsive  gamblers  affect 
of  the  economics  of  a  lottery.  the  lives  of  15  other  people,  who  must 

Since  I  am  a  committed  Christian,  struggle  with  the  emotional  devasta- 
I  could  not  endorse  gambling,  as  it  tion  of  his  actions, 
violates  the  Word  of  (Jod.  Gambling,  o^e  expert  states  that  lotteries  of- 

of  course,  is  a  form  of  greed.  “For  the  g  Ix^us  promise  of  new  tax  _ ^ 

love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil.”  revenues  with  no  pain.  During  the  gambling  for  money  in  any  form 
—  I  Tim.  6:10.  1800s,  states  abandoned  the  lotteries 

Other  scriptures  include  Prov.  that  had  been  so  popular  during  the 
15:27;  Prov.  24:19, 20;  Prov.  25:27, 28;  Revolutionary  War  period,”  because 
Prov.  28:20,  22,  25;  Mdtt.  6:19-21;  II  they  saw  the  lotteries’  destructive 
Tim.  3:1-5.  effects. 

There  are  now  28  states  that  have  n\an  ever  learn  from  history? 

legalized  lotteries.  When  Scientific 
Games,  Inc.,  a  division  of  Bally  Cor-  ^  1 
poration,  markets  their  lottery  pro-  I'Uima 

gram,  they  admit  that  the  majority  of  Please  know  that  I  oppose  any  form 
lottery  players  are  the  uneducated.  It  of  gambling.  My  opp<»ition  stems 
is  Claesar’s  way  of  extracting  money  from  my  religious  beliefs  and  also 
from  the  poor.  Lottery  expenses  con-  from  a  law  enforcement  standpoint.  I 
sume  at  least  50  percent  of  total  pro-  am  assured  by  our  best  law  enforce- 
ceeds.  When  making  their  presents-  ment  professionals  that  any  form  of 
tion.  Scientific  Games  uses  the  legalized  gambling  simply 
average  size  state  for  its  projection  of  strengthens  the  criminal  cinnmunity. 
revenues.  With  Mississippi  ranked  Further,  I  am  aware  of  the  opposition 
50th  economically,  we  would  only  to  gambling  in  any  form  by  the  over¬ 
receive  a  very  small  percent  of  the  whelming  majority  of  Mississippi 
project  average.  Baptists,  and  I  have  had  several  local 

Lotteries  are  a  regressive  form  of  congregations,  through  a  vote  of  their 
taxation  since  they  are  not  based  on  deacons,  privately  express  to  me  their 
ability  to  pay.  Advertising  propagan-  opposition  in  this  state 


sions  were  made,  wiin  aDoui  iia 
those  being  first-time  professions  of 
faith. 

A  pizza  blast,  originally  scheduled 
for  a  parking  lot  behind  the 
auditorium,  had  to  be  moved  to 
Clarksdale  Baptist  Church  at  the  last 
minute  because  of  pouring  rain.  Still, 
about  650  teenagers  found  their  way 
to  the  church  a  few  blocks  away. 

The  Crusade  was  a  cooperative  ef- 
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Brotherhood  study 
results  in  changes 

By  Jim  Burton 


MEMPHIS,  llenn.  (BP)  —  A  four- 
year  study  by  the  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission  concerning  the  future  of  mis¬ 
sions  education  for  men  and  boys  has 
resulted  in  majw  program  changes 
which  begin  in  October  1987. 

According  to  James  H.  Smith,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Brotherhood  Commission, 
a  Missions  Impact  2000  study  has 
created  new  emphases. 

“We  had  a  Missions  Impact  2000 
conunittee  that  studied  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  dimensions  that  relate  to  who 
we  are  and  what  we’re  about,”  said 
Smith.  “We  came  to  some  conclusions. 
The  first  was  that  most  of  what  we 
were  doing  was  right,  but  we  definite¬ 
ly  needed  to  make  some  adjustments 
in  our  programs  and  materials.” 

The  Brotherhood’s  purpose  of  help¬ 
ing  churches  involve  men  and  boys  in 
missions  will  not  change,  acc(Ht)ing  to 
Norman  (Jodfrey,  first  vice  president 
for  program  services. 

“The  main  need  we’re  trying  to 
meet  is  to  help  churches  more  effec¬ 
tively  reach  their  men  and  boys  and 
involve  them  in  missions,”  said  (kid- 
frey.  “We  recognize  that  a  lot  of 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  way 
churches  do  church  work  in  the  last 
20  years  and  a  lot  of  changes  in  the 
way  men  and  Ix^s  perceive  missions.” 

Brotherhood  programs  now  will  be 
targeted  more  specifically  for  each 
age  group  of  men  and  boys  in  the 
church,  beginning  with  first  grade 
boys. 

Programs  will  fall  under  three  divi¬ 
sions;  Royal  Ambassadors,  Baptist 
Young  Men  and  Baptist  Men. 

Royal  Ambassadors  include  Lads, 


grades  1-3,  Ousaders,  grades  4-6,  and 
Pioneers,  grades  7-9. 

Baptist  Young  Men  represents  the 
newest  dimensions  of  Brotherhood 
yfork.  It  will  include  High  School  Bap¬ 
tist  Young  Men,  grades  10-12,  0>1- 
legiate  Baptist  Young  Men,  and  Bap¬ 
tist  Young  Men,  for  men  18-34  who 
have  completed  their  formal 
education. 

Baptist  Men  serves  ages  35  and 
older.  Special  emphasis  will  be  given 
to  Senior  Baptist  Men,  ages  65  and 
older.  The  new  programs  for  Baptist 
Young  Men  target  age  groups  that 
typically  represent  an  area  of 
decreasing  church  participation. 

For  high  school  students,  moving 
their  program  out  of  Royal  Am¬ 
bassadors  will  help  them  begin  the 
transition  into  adulthood. 

“We’re  trying  to  meet  their  needs 
according  to  their  self-perception,” 
said  Kenny  Rains,  High  School  Bap¬ 
tist  Young  Men’s  director.  “They  do 
not  see  themselves  as  children.  They 
see  themselves  as  evolving  young 
adults. 

New  organization  leads  to  new 
publications.  (The  year)  “1986  was 
particularly  difficult  when  all  the 
editorial  and  art  staff  were  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  producing  31  new  curriculum 
books  and  prototypes  for  monthly 
magazines,”  said  Jack  Childs,  vice 
president  for  support  services. 

'The  materials  were  printed  by  late 
January  1987  prior  to  the  annual  State 
Brotherhood  Leadership  Conference 
and  seven  Regional  Skills  Conferences 
conducted  by  the  Brotherhood  staff. 


- Devotional - 

Ministerial  relations 


By  Jerry  Dale  Patterson 

My  favorite  part  of  Baptist  Record,  the  part  I  read  flrst,  is  the  letters.  Several 
have  been  concerning  the  relationship  between  a  pastor  and  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  the  alienation  that  sometimes  devel(^.  When  there  is  this  aliena¬ 
tion,  the  work  of  evangelism  stops.  All  of  us  should  be 
broken-hearted  when  this  happens. 

The  New  Testament  deals  with  this  subject  very 
authoritatively.  In  fact,  20  of  the  27  books  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  deal  with  it  in  one  way  or  another.  One  of  the  most 
definitive  is  in  I  Thessalonians  5:12-13. 

And  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  which  labor 
among  you  and  are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonish  you : 
And  to  esteem  them  highly  in  love  for  their  work’s  sake. 
And  be  at  peace  among  yourselves. 

Patterson  j  would  have  you  see  three  things  from  this  passage: 

First,  there  is  a  recognition  required.  Recognize  your  p^tor’s  call.  It  comes 
from  God.  You  cooperated  in  that  call  when  you  called  him  to  be  your  pastor. 
Then,  recognize  his  labor.  Most  pastors  put  in  a  sixty-plus  hour  work-week. 
Recognize  his  authority.  He  is  “over  you  in  the  Lord”  (cf.  Acts  20-28).  Most 
church  fusses  I  have  observed  are  over  who  is  going  to  be  boss.  Moreover, 
recognize  he  is  to  “admonish  you.”  This^is  to  give  you  instructions,  tell  you 
what  to  do. 

Second,  there  is  a  respect  that  is  essential.  Paul  said  to  ‘Esteem  them  highly.” 
This  is  to  hold  them  in  high  value  You  can  tell  just  about  how  much  a  con¬ 
gregation  esteems  their  pastor  by  what  they  pay  him.  Then  there  is  the  re¬ 
quirement  to  love  Love  seeks  the  very  best  for  its  object. 

Third,  look  at  the  two  reasons  that  are  given.  First,  when  the  pastor’s  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  church  is  recognized,  when  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  in  love,  it 
goes  well  with  the  work.  God  blesses  people  who  honor  his  servants.  Many 
passages  in  the  Bible  teach  this.  The  second  reason  is  ttiat  this  is  essential 
to  peace  It  is  the  only  way  to  “be  at  peace  among  yourselves.” 

Jerry  Dale  Patterson  is  pastor,  Tenple  Heights  Chtirch,  Oxford. 


Tharsday,  July  O,  1967 


Shome 

Doler 

“I’d  like  to  see  Mr.  Doler,”  I  told  the 
nurse  at  the  desk  in  Calhoun  LkHmty 
Nursing  Home  at  Cialhoun  City.  “His 
name  is  Jonathan  Patrick,  but  they 
call  him  Shome.”  He  was  lying  down 
for  a  minute  but  hopped  up,  ready  to 
answer  any  question  I  might  ask. 

He’d  been  leading  the  singing  that 
morning  for  the  residents  of  the 
nursing  home  gathered  in  the  dining 
area,  I  told  him  I  was  sorry  I  missed 
that ;  he  seemed  hai^  to  sing  another 
song  just  for  me:  “Brethren,  We  Have 
Met  to  Worship.”  At  98,  he  did  a  great 
job! 

He  sang  bass  in  the  choir  for  years 
at  Bethany  Church,  Calhoun  County. 
(Ordained  in  1925,  he’s  Bethany’s 
oldest  deacon.  The  church  last  year 
elected  him  senior  deacon.) 

“I  know  the  Old  Harp  notes,  but  I 
can’t  sing  by  those  round  notes  like 
they  have  now,”  he  said. 

“Did  you  do  anything  special  to  live 
so  long  and  still  be  so  spry?”  I  asked. 

“I’m  98  only  because  the  good  Lord 
let  me  be!  I  had  typhoid  fever  when 
I  was  21,  was  in  b^  about  a  month. 
(That  was  the  year,  1910,  when  they 
passed  a  bill  to  deliver  free  mail!) 
Before  I  was  15, 1  was  always  having 
chills  and  fever.  I  would  freeze  and 
then  be  hot.  My  grandfather  (who  was 
a  doctor)  gave  me  quinine  and  chili 
tonic.  Only  medicine  I  take  now 
though  is  a  little  Tylenol  now  and 
then.” 

He  does  drink  coffee,  he  said,  but 
only  at  breakfast  and  dinner,  not  in 
between,  and  he  doesn’t  like  coffee  in 
hot  weather.  He’d  rather  have  a  Coca- 
C!ola  in  the  summer,  and  he  used  to 
drink  them  when  they  cost  a  nickel. 
“But  they  cost  too  much  now!  Fifty 
cents!” 

His  wife,  lived  to  be  90,  and  was  able 
to  go  to  their  60th  anniversary  party./ 
When  she  died  in  1981  they  had  been 
married  66  years.  Their  October  17, 
1915,  wedding  was  different,  to  say  the 
least.  And  Shome  hollered  “Whoa” 
right  in  the  middle  of  it. 

It  was  a  double  wedding.  Shome  and 
his  bride,  Henrietta  West,  sat  in  one 
buggy  and  the  other  couple,  Jessie 
F*ittman  Denton  and  Nannie  Bessie 
Davis,  in  another  buggy,  in  front  of 
Gus  Vance’s  home  near  Slate  Spring. 
The  preacher.  Will  Hicks,  stood  by  the 
gate  while  he  performed  the 
ceremony  while  a  big  crowd  stood  all 
around.  All  at  once,  in  the  middle  of 
the  “I  dos,”  Shome’s  horse  moved  and 
Shome  yelled.  “Whoa!”  The  preacher 
stopped,  but  then  regained  his  com¬ 
posure  and  continued. 

After  the  wedding,  Shome  and 
Henrietta  rode  in  their  buggy  to  New 
Hope  (Thurch,  got  a  drink  of  water 
from  the  spring,  and  then  went  to  her 
parents’  home  to  spend  the  night.  The 
Dentons  also  spent  the  night  in  the 
same  house.  This  was  their 
honeymoon. 

Shome  married  on  the  tenth  birth¬ 


day  of  his  niece,  Orena  Wade,  so  he  let 
her  ride  in  his  buggy  with  him  to  his 
wedding.  She  always  told  him  after 
that  that  he  traded  her  for  another  girl 
that  day. 

Henrietta  and  Shome  had  three 
sons  and  four  daughters.  (One  son 
died  in  infancy.)  “How  many  grand 
and  great-grand  children?”  I  asked. 
He  said  he  didn’t  know! 

“Is  your  grandson.  Jon  Doler,  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  (?hurch,  Raleigh, 
named  for  you?” 

“Yes.  and  he’s  a  mighty  good 
preacher!” 

His  children  are  James  Doler, 
Eupora,  Dorothy  Lacey,  Memphis; 
Blanche  Allen,  Slate  Spring;  Robbie 
Watson,  Houston;  and  Cecil  Doler, 
Slate  Spring.  Another  daughter,  C!elia 
Ruth  Mawk.  died  in  1985  of  cancer. 

Every  time  I  meet  someone  who 
was  born  before  1900  I  ask  if  they 
remember  something  special  about 
the  turn  of  the  century.  Usually  they 
say  they  don’t  remember  anything  in 
particular.  But  Shome  did.  He  said, 
‘Yes.  I  was  11  years  old.  My  grand¬ 
father  was  a  doctor  who  practiced 
medicine  during  the  Civil  War.  Later, 
he  went  to  see  his  patients  on  his 
horse.  In  1900  I  would  lead  his  horse 
to  the  horse  block  and  help  him 
mount.” 

Jonathan  Patrick  Doler  was  born 
March  27, 1889,  near  Calhoun  City.  His. 
father  died  when  he  was  thr^  so  his 
mother  moved  their  family  into  the 
home  of  her  parents,  Jonathan  and 
Jane  Hardin.  “There’s  their  picture,” 
he  pointed  to  the  framed  photograph 
of  them  on  the  wall  of  his  room.  This 
was  the  grandfather  who  was  the 
doctor. 

He  attended  school  at  Old  Hopewell, 
Calhoun  City,  Bellefontaine,  and 
Mississippi  Heights  at  Blue  Mountain 


(only  six  weeks  at  the  latter.) 

He  farmed  in  southern  Calhoun 
(bounty,  grew  cotton,  corn,  feed  for  the 
cows  and  mules.  “I  was  70  before  I 
quit  plowing,”  he  said.  “I  liked  to  go 
fishing  and  squirrel  hunting.  I  built  a 
pond  and  I  could  catch  some  big  cat¬ 
fish.” 

He  got  ready  to  fight  in  World  War 
I,  but  the  war  ended  one  day  before  he 
was  supposed  to  leave,  so  he  went 
back  home. 

He  joined  Spring  Hill  Church  when 
he  was  about  12  or  15,  but  moved  to 
Slate  Spring  and  to  Bethany  Church 
when  he  was  24,  after  he  married. 

Soon  after  the  wedding,  as  they 
were  moving  Shome’s  things  to  the 
West  household,  he  and  Henrietta 
stopped  at  his  Uncle  Eli  Hardin’s  store 
and  bought  a  clock  for  $2.30.  She  us¬ 
ed  21  of  her  own  nickels  to  pay  on  the 
clock  and  he  paid  the  rest.  The  clock 
is  still  ticking  in  the  home  of  their 
oldest  child.  Blanche  Allen.  Shome 
says  it’s  kept  working  this  long 
because  Henrietta  kept  a  small  open¬ 
ed  bottle  of  kerosene  inside  to  oil  its 
moving  parts. 

“(iood  cake  is  my  favorite  food,  but 
I  like  banana  pudding,  too.”  His  hear¬ 
ing  is  good,  but  his  vision  poor.  “There 
was  a  Baptist  Record  at  our  house  as 
long  as  I  can  remember,  even  before 
1900,  at  my  grandfather’s  house,”  he 
said,  “and  I  always  read  it,  but  I  can’t 
see  to  read  now.”  But  when  they 
played  darts  at  the  nursing  home,  he 
hit  the  bull’s  eye  every  time,  even  if 
he  couldn’t  see  well!  He  has  lived 
there  for  five  years.  He  listens  to  his 
radio  and  his  roommate's  TV. 

Mr.  Shome  Doler  is  the  most 
loveable,  delightful  man  I’ve  met  in  a 
long  time.  He  walked  with  me  out  to 
the  front  door  to  meet  W.  D,  and  sang 
a  song  for  both  of  us. 


Thurgday,  July  23.  H67 
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Wake  Forest,  N.C.  —  John  Cosier 
has  been  elected  chairman  of  the  stu- 

dent  welfare  committee  of  the  student  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Two  Southern  Following  will  be  a  pubhc  of 

council  at  Southeastern  Seminary  Baptist  leaders  will  meet  with  Pope  C^hristian  witneM  in  the  university  s 
here.  His  term  is  for  the  1987-88  school  John  Paul  II  when  the  Roman  70,000-seat  Williams-Brice  Stadium, 
year.  C]!osier,  is  a  native  of  Jackson,  Catholic  pontiff  visits  the  United  The  service  will  not  te  a  Mass,  but 
Miss.  States  this  fall.  will  focus  on  the  family. 

Harold  C.  Bennett  of  Nashville  and  Of  the  private  meeting,  Bennett 
Mt  Olivet  Church  12  miles  north  of  Carolyn  Weatherford  of  Birmingham,  said  he  hopes  to  share  with  ^e  ^pe 
Fo^t  tel  S  ^llS^Se^tle  Ala.,  wiU  join  a  smau  group  of  U.S.  and  other  religious  leaders 
rhurrh  with  the  bin  heart  ”  Recently  Protestant  leaders  who  will  meet  “something  of  the  life  and  work  of 
SL^^ngre^^^^  privately  withthepopeSept  UinCol-  Southern  Baptists.” 

that  their  pastor,  Travis  Polk,  would  umbia,  S.C.  Bennett  is  president  and 
have  a  special  birthday  that  he  would  treasurer  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
never  forget.  Every  member  of  the  vention  Executive  Committee,  and 
congregaUon  sent  a  birthday  card  to  Weat^rford  is  ^^utive  director 
him^m  the  youngest  member  to  th^BC  Woman  s  M^ionary  Umon. 

niHoei  Rirthdov  cards  and  an-  The  pope  will  greet  each  leader  in- 
niversarv  cards  arrived  at  the  dividually  during  the  meeting,  to  be  Dream  on!  “Yes,”  the  young  wife 
pastor’s  home  aU  week  long.  Travis  held  during  the  afternoon  at  the  home  said,  “my  husbai^  is  a  big  telF 
^  his  wife,  Charlotte,  celebrated  of  University  of  South  CaroliMPresi- 
their  10th  anniversary  the  day  bef<M«  ‘^ent  JaniK  B.  Holdeman.  Twe^- 
his  birthday  ‘“•'•Catholic  leaders  have  been 

invited  to  participate  in  the  private 

Paul  G.  Cain  is  available  for  sup-  *”f**‘"*  . ^  ..  .....  , 

ply  preaching  or  interim  work.  His  ad-  In  addition  to  the  individual 
di^  is  805  South  Natchez  St.,  greetings,  that  meeting  will  include 
Kosciusko,  MS  39090  and  his  telephone  presentation  of  a  paper  produc^  by 
number  is  289-9451.  the  Americans  on  the  state  of  Chris¬ 

tianity  in  the  United  States,  a  response 
by  the  pope  and  time  for  discussion. 
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Former  WMU  national  headquarters 
is  sold  to  Birmingham  firm 

By  Karen  Benson  \ 

^  1 
BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  The  The  $2  million  payment  has  been  also  asked  to  write  a  brief  statemeol 
former  national  headquarters  applied  to  the  $5  million  debt  which  of  why  they  are  thankful  for  WMU 
building  of  Woman’s  Missionary  resulted  when  the  national  staff  Those  messages  wiU  be  placed  in^ 
Union  has  been  sold  to  LTC  Joint  \fen-  relocated  in  1984  to  its  new  head-  Ume  capsule  for  opening  at  a  futuA 
ture,  compost  of  Land  Title  Com-  quarters  complex  aU^  New  Hope  celebration, 
pany  and  Colonial  Properties  Inc.  of  Mountain  on  the  ou^irts  of  town.  centennial  Thank  Offer 

Birmingham.  WMU’s  new  buil^ng  was  financed  jng  will  be  taken  at  the  WMU  Centen 

The  building  is  on  the  comer  of  6th  with  an  unsecurM  iMn  from  Am-  celebration  May  13-14,  1988  ii 
Avenue  North  arid  20th  Street  in  South  ^nk  N.A.  in  Birmingh^.  Richmond,  Va.,WMU’8  founding  site 

downtown  Birmingham.  It  served  as  Contributions  to  a  CfenteniMl  Thank  officials  expect  to  be  debt  fTe< 

WMU  national  headquarters  for  33  Offering  are  expected  to  retire  the  re-  ^  centennial  year.  » 

-years,  from  1951  to  1984.  maining  debt  when  WMU  cente^l 

WMU  officials  placed  a  historical  is  celebrated  in  1988.  When  individuals  Karen  Benton  writes  for  WML 

imnter  wrUie  building  June  2.  .  contribute  to  the  offering,  they  are  SBC. 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 


Brandon/Patrt  Rankin  County  Cablo  ,  Ck  35 

Ciavtiand  Wtmw  Am«x  Cabta  Ch  10 

QrMnvHto  McCaw  CaMa  Ch  15 

Hotandaie  Broadband  Cabla  Ch  17 

JackMm  CapMCabla  .  Ch  14 
Maridian  Comcaat  CaMa  Ch  11 

Haitiaaburg  U.A  CaMa 

Laural  Laura!  Community  CaMa  20 


FarTaN  Biankanship 
Miaa.  Bapt.  Conv.  Bd. 
P  O  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39206 
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Fellowship  (Jasper)  celebrates  150th  year 


A  recognition  service  was  held  at  Northcrest  Church,  Meri¬ 
dian,  May  17  during  the  evening  service. 

Girls  receiving  badges  from  left,  front  row,  are  Michell  Culpep¬ 
per  and  Jaclynn  Grant.  Second  row,  Elizabeth  Grant  and  Christie 
Vance. 

Leaders  are  Mrs.  David  Grant  and  Mrs.  Terry  Plummer. 


Lake  Harbor  Church,  Rankin  Association,  recently  held 
its  GA  coronation  with  the  theme  "God’s  Promise." 

Pictured,  front  row,  are  Crystal  Rhodes,  Brandy  Rhodes, 
Melanie  Clark,  Jennifer  Mills;  back  row,  Susan  Irby,  Can- 
dance  Collins,  Valerie  Hudgins,  and  Sandra  Irby. 
Joy  Rachel  is  director,  and  Roy  Clark  is  pastor. 


A  recognition  service  for  members  of  Girls  in  Action  was  held  in  the  sarKtuary  of 
First  Church,  Pontotoc,  June  3,  with  15  girls  receiving  recognition. 

Frortt  row:  Nancy  Catherine  Naugher,  Lonna  Johnson,  Marla  Crenshaw,  Joii  Cren¬ 
shaw,  Marlee  Benefield,  arxl  Rebecca  WMIrop;  Secortd  row:  Christy  McWhirter,  Banji 
Cruse,  Jessica  Waldrop,  Hillery  Jackson,  and  Raegan  Sappington. 

A  monetary  gift  and  a  bag  of  crafts  were  presented  by  other  members  of  Girls  in 
Action  to  Mrs.  Dot  Ray  who  will  be  leaving  July  30  for  Honduras  to  serve  for  or>e 
month  as  a  volunteer  missionary.  Julian  Fagan  III  is  pastor. 


Acteens  of  Myrick  Church,  Laurel, 
was  recently  recognized  for  completing 
their  steps.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are 
Lauree  Ikylor,  queen;  Christy  Daniels, 
queen;  Dixie  TiM,  queen  regent;  Rose 
Ray,  queen  regertt;  Brandi  Dial,  queen; 
and  Angie  Donalds,  queen. 


Bolton  Church,  Bolton,  is  planning 
a  celebration  of  its  50th  year.  The 
church  is  trying  to  get  addresses  of 
former  members  and  pastors  or  their 
families.  For  information  write  or 
phone  Ann  Bonner,  Box  34,  Btriton,  Ms. 
39041,  telephone  866-2830. 

Eight  youth  and  two  leaders  from 
First  Church.  Byhalia,  Marshall 
Association  went  to  Ridgecrest  July 
11-17. 

Twenty-three  Marshall  Association 
senior  adulU  took  a  trip  to  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  July  8-11.  Churches 
represented  were  Slayden,  CoMwater, 
Gear  Creek,  and  Byhalia  First. 


FOR  SALE:  1964  SILVER  EAGLE 
BUS,  46  passenger  with  restroom. 
Good  condition.  Contact:  First 
Baptist  Church,  Corinth,  (601) 
286-2208;  Lynn  Wood,  287-2967  (3:00 
p.m.-9:00  p.m.) ;  Bill  Long,  287-1692 
(8:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m.) 

BUS  TRIP  TO  NASHVILLE,  Sept. 
23-26.  Very  reasonable.  For  more 
information  call  (601)  372-5127  or 
372-7203. 

FOR  SALE:  HAMMOND  CON-  ^ 
CERT  Model  ORGAN  —  Excellent 
Condition.  Contact  in  Oxford,  MS 
601-232-7126  daytime;  601-234-4051 
night. 


Fellowship  Giurch,  Route  1,  Enter-  noon  service.  Fellowship  Church  has 
prise,  will  celebrate  its  150th  anniver-  had  40  pastors  in  its  150  years.  Lester 
sary,  July  26.  Lunch  will  be  served  at  Gardner  is  pastor, 
the  noon  hour,  following  with  after- 


first  section  cover  life’s  investments, 
life’s  dividends,  memories,  and  hope. 
Other  sections  discuss  the  needs  and 
concerns,  adjustments  and  changes  of 
the  autumn  years,  as  well  as  impor¬ 
tant  decisions,  use  of  leisure,  and 
spiritual  resources. 

In  addition  to  his  own  thoughts, 
Hensley  has  added  several  poems  and 
prayers  and  quotations  from  other 
writers  on  the  subject  of  the  autumn 
years.  One  of  these  is  Owen  Cooper’s 
“If  I  Had  My  Life  to  Live  Over.” 

The  beautiful  full  color  cover  is  a 
photograph  of  trees  in  autumn  leaf,  by 
Barry  L.  Mobley.  Senior  adults  will 
especially  profit  from  this  book,  but 
persons  of  all  ages  will  find  in  it 
material  to  store  away  for  further 
meditation  in  the  future.  —  AWM 


THE  AUTUMN  YEARS  by  J.  Clark 
Hensley  (Dallas  Printing  Co., 
Jackson,  22  pp.  $2.00)  J.  Clark 
Hensley,  executive  director  emeritus 
of  the  LTiristian  Action  Lfommission, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Lfonvention,  cur¬ 
rently  serves  as  the  acting  family 
ministry  consultant  for  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Here  he 
shares  with  the  reader  his  thoughts 
and  conclusions  about  the  autumn 
years  of  life.  As  usual  with  his 
writings,  this  little  book  contains 
vivid,  interesting  selections,  easy  to 
be  applied  to  the  reader’s  own  life. 

The  four  sections  are  The  Autumn 
Years  —  a  Time  for  Reflection;  When 
Autumn  Leaves  Fall;  Come  Before 
Winter;  and  Some  Call  it  Autumn, 
Others  Call  It  God.  Reflections  in  the 


Danny  Mots  has  resigned  Sand  Ridge 
Church  (Scon),  to  accept  the  pastorate  of 
Macedonia  Church,  Sequalena,  near 
Meridian,  effective  July  1. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Marion 
Monk,  arxl  they  have  one  daughter,  Katie 
Michelle. 

Moss  is  a  graduate  of  ECJC,  Mississippi 
college,  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  C.  Moss  of 
Carthage.  Mrs.  Moss  is  the  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Karhryn  Moe  of  Farmhaven. 


This  announcement  Is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers 
to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 

810,000,000 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD  OF  THE 
SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 

SERIES  C 

MINIMUM  PURCHASE  --  $500.00 

ProceecJs  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The 
Bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
8.5%  to  10.5%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date  as  set 
I  forth  in  the  Prospectus. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  (404) 

898-7225  or  writing  the  broker-dealer  servicing  bond  issue; 

i 

CITIZENS  AND  SOUTHERN  ' 

SECURITIES  CORPORATION 
ATTENTION:  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
33  North  Avenue,  NE 
18th  Floor 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 


Name. 


Address 


City _ State _ Zip _ _ 

□  1  would  lilv  information  about  placing  my  investment  in  an  iRA  account. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


A  new  life  in  the  Spirit  is  a  powerful  life 


By  Julian  W.  Fagan,  III 
Romans  8:1-14,  26-27 

Who  has  the  Spirit  of  God?  Is  it  merely  a  few 
who  provide  evidence  by  certain  audible  signs? 
By  no  means!  Anyone  who  has  received  Christ 
belongs  to  Christ  and  has  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  dwelling  in 
him  (v.  9).  It  is  for  this  man 
that  there  is  no  condemna¬ 
tion,  no  doom;  for  he  has 
been  set  free  from  the  con¬ 
demnation  the  law  brings  to 
sin  and  even  is  free  from  the 
stimulation  of  sin  that  the 
law  entices.  He  therefore 
has  a  new  life  that  fully 
meets  the  requirements  of  the  law  because  the 
Spirit  of  God  endwells  him  and  empowers  him 
to  live  no  longer  according  to  the  sinful  nature 
(flesh)  (v.  4). 

The  receiving  of  Christ  rearranges  the  focus 
of  the  believer’s  mind;  he  no  longer  sets  his  eyes 


Fagan 


UNIFORM 


or  heart  on  what  the  sinful  nature  desires,  but 
rivets  his  mind  on  what  the  indwelling  Spirit 
desires  (v.  5).  The  Spirit  through  the  ac¬ 
complishments  .of  Jesus  Christ  infuses 
righteousness  into  the  believer  by  his  very  liv¬ 
ing  presence.  It  is  his  presence  in  you  that 
begins  to  give  true  life  even  to  your  mortal  body 
(w.  9-11).  The  Christian  therefore  has  a  new 
focus  in  life  and  the  power  to  live  this  new  life 
because  he  has  a  new  body  partner,  the  Spirit 
of  (Dhrist  himself.  TTie  Spirit  is  a  guarantee  from 
(rod  of  an  eternal  home  in  heaven  (2  Cor.  5:5) 
and  is  the  seal  upon  our  souls  of  our  forthcom¬ 
ing  inheritance  (Eph.  1:13-14). 

But  the  Spirit’s  purpose  is  not  simply  future. 
He  lives  within  the  believer  to  provide  power 
today  to  overcome  the  burden  of  sin  and  guilt. 


He  is  the  enabler  to  improve  ourselves  to  live 
the  effective  Christian  life.  He  is  the  source  for 
overcoming  the  feelings  of  helplessness  as  we 
face  sin  and  hopelessness  as  we  face  weakness. 

However,  for  his  power  to  be  released  within 
us,  we  must  realize  our  obligation  —  not  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  according  to  the  sinful  nature  (v. 
12).  One  can  be  CThristian  and  still  focus  on  sin; 
he  will  be  miserable,  but  he  can  do  it.  To  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  with  the  mindset  brings  complete 
frustration.  We  are  required,  in  order  to  ex¬ 
perience  true  life,  to  put  to  death  the  lingering 
misdeeds  of  the  sinful  nature. 

Herein,  you  make  a  choice.  A  choice  with 
your  mind  and  your  will.  The  believer  must 
recognize  his  sonship  to  God  and  be  led  by  the 
spirit  within  him  (v.  14).  In  so  doing,  l^e  is  freed 
to  live. 

Yes,  it  is  a  struggle!  It  is  a  frustration  with 
which  we  war  daily,  however,  as  we  engage  the 
struggle  we  progress  from  the  bondage  we  feel 
to  sin  into  the  freedom  of  being  a  child  of  God 


(w.  20-21).  We  are  in  the  process  of  becoming. 
We  must  with  our  minds  recognize  that  Christ 
has  saved  us,  realize  that  his  Spirit  indwells  us, 
and  with  our  wills  reject  the  pull  of  the  sinful 
nature,  and  restore  the  power  of  the  Spirit  to 
remove  the  control  of  sin.  We  must  recognize, 
realize,  receive,  and  resume  the  reality! 

Not  only  is  the  Spirit  our  power,  he  is  our  part¬ 
ner  in  prayer  (vv.  26-27).  He  helps  us  in  our 
weakness.  He  goes  to  God  for  us.  When  we  are 
at  a  loss  to  convey  those  feelings,  he  com¬ 
municates  with  God  in  a  way  so  deep  it  can  on¬ 
ly  be  described  with  language  like  “groans”  or 
“sighs.”  And  God  knows  exactly  what  our  body 
partner  asks  for  us  —  he  hears  him,  he  knows 
his  mind,  because  he  prays  according  to  (jod’s 
will.  We  know  that  prayer  is  always  heard  and 
answered  (I  John  5:14). 

New  life,  a  freed  life,  a  happy  life,  a  powerful 
life  is  not  only  a  possibility,  it  is  a  reality  —  in 
the  Spirit.  Live  it! 

Julian  Fagan  is  pastor,  First,  Pontotoc. 


Seals  opened,  of  judgment  and  assurance  for  saved 


By  Rex  Yancey 

Revelation  6:2-5,  8-9;  7:2-4,  9.  14 
As  the  seals  are  opened,  history  unfolds  itself 
before  John’s  eyes.  John  is  seeing,  in  advance, 
the  end  of  terror  and  judgment  which  could 

t  bring  in  the  golden  age  of 
God.  In  verses  1, 3, 5,  and  7, 
the  invitation  is  given  to  the 
four  horses  and  their  riders 
to  come  forward  on  the  stage 
of  history. 

The  four  horses  and  their 
riders  stand  for  four  great 
destructive  f<Mx^  which  will 
I  be  dispatched  against  the 
Yancey  evil  world  by  the  holy  wrath 
of  (Jod.  'These  riders  are  not  to  be  identified 
with  historical  figures,  but  they  are  forces  of 
destruction  and  agents  of  wrath. 

The  white  horse  and  its  rider  stand  for  con¬ 
quest.  Other  interpretations  of  this  passage 
have  been  suggest^;  however,  it  seems  that 
militarism  and  armed  strength  fit  the  passage 


a  denarius.  John  is  foretelling  a  situation  in 
which  a  man’s  whole  working  wage  would  be 
needed  to  buy  only  enough  com  for  himself  for 
one  day,  not  counting  his  family. 

The  pale  horse  and  its  rider  stand  for 
pestilence  Hades  followed  this  horse  and  its 
rider  to  gather  up  its  faey.  Authority  was  given 
to  them  over  one-fourth  of  the  earth  to  kill  with 
every  conceivable  means.  Here  we  see  the 
dread  effects  of  pestilence  which  always  follow 
war  and  famine. 

'The  fifth  seal  reveals  the  souls  of  those  who 
died  for  their  faith.  The  souls  of  these  martyrs 
are  beneath  the  altar.  Their  life  blood  has  been 
poured  out  as  an  offering  to  (jod. 

The  sixth  seal  reveals  terror  in  all  the  earth. 
The  Jews  believed  that  a  cosmic  upheaval 
would  signal  the  endtime  All  of  the  things 
which  seemed  so  stable  would  be  unstable  in 
the  last  days.  These  days  will  be  characteriz¬ 
ed  by  universal  fear. 

In  chapter  7,  God’s  representative  comes 
from  the  E)ast.  'There  is  hope  in  the  midst  of 


destruction.  The  figure  144,000  stands  for  all  the 
churches  of  God  on  earth  at  any  one  time.  In 
due  time,  they  are  to  be  merged  with  the  great 
crowd  beyond  all  counting  and  drawn  from 
every  nation. 

In  verse  11  and  12,  the  picture  is  of  a  series 
of  great  concentric  circles  of  the  inhabitants  of 
heaven.  On  the  outer  ring  stand  all  the  angels. 
Nearer  the  throne  are  the  24  elders  (faithful 
people  of  God) ;  still  nearer  are  the  four  living 
creatures  (best  of  nature);  and  before  the 
throne  are  the  white-robed  martyrs. 

In  unison,  all  the  inhabitants  ascribe  praise 
to  God.  'Th^  praise  him  for  his  goodness  in 
creation  and  redemption.  AH  barriers  that  ex¬ 
isted  on  earth  are  down  in  heaven.  'The  way  in¬ 
to  the  presence  of  (Jod  is  c^ned  to  every 
faithful  soul. 

Heaven  is  the  solution  fw  hunger,  thirst,  pain, 
and  the  blistering  sun.  Oirist  will  end  the 
world’s  hunger,  pain,  and  sorrow.  'The  Lamb  will 
faithfully  shepherd  his  flock. 

Rex  Yancey  is  pastor.  First.  Quitman. 


better.  'The  white  horse  stands  for  victory.  A 
white  horse  was  always  ridden  by  a  conqueror 
in  a  triump>hal  march.  This  horse  symbolized, 
along  with  others,  one  of  the  forces  which  was 
to  bring  the  downfall  of  the  Roman  Empire. 

The  red  IXHse  and  its  rider  stand  for  war.  This 
horse  and  rider  will  take  peace  from  the  earth. 
'IhQr  stand  for  the  destructive  strife  which  sets 
man  against  man  and  nation  against  nation  in 
a  chaos  of  tragic  destruction.  The  great  sword 
the  rider  carries  identifies  him  as  war.  Since 
war  was  the  bloody  means  of  carrying  out  con¬ 
quest,  it  was  natural  for  the  red  horse  to  follow 
the  white  one. 

The  black  horse  and  its  rider  stand  for 
famine  This  famine  causes  great  hardship,  but 
it  is  not  desperate  enough  to  kill.  There  is  wheat 
at  a  prohibitive  price.  The  three  main  crops  of 
Palestine  were  com,  wine,  and  oil.  A  measure 
of  wheat  or  three  measures  of  barley  would  cost 


is  nature  of  first  century  church 


By  Al  Finch 
Acts  28:23-28,  30-31 

The  book  of  Acts  begins  with  a  question  about 
the  timing  of  the  restoration  of  the  kingdom. 
Jesus  refused  to  discuss  time  schedules  but  en- 
couraged  his  followers  to 
witness  in  the  Holy  Spirit 
from  Jerusalem  to  the  “ut- 
earth” 

follows  tells  how  a  small, 
dedicated,  Christ-centered 
f  group  overcame  social, 

economic,  religious,  social 
Wm  and  political  barriers  to  pro- 

Finch  claim  the  kingdom  of  God. 

In  a  brief  span  of  time  the  witness  was  borne 
from  Jerusalem,  to  Syria,  to  Asia  Minor,  to 
Macedonia,  to  Achaia  and  finally  to  the  im¬ 
perial  city  of  Rome  'The  narrow  provincialism 
of  restoring  the  “kingdom  of  Israel”  (Acts  1:6) 
gives  way,  in  the  bold  witness  of  the  Gospel,  to 
all  that  “will  hear  it”  (Acts  28:28). 

Prank  Stagg  suggests  in  his  'The  Book  of  Acts 
that  the  purpose  of  the  book  is  contained  in  the 
last  wo^  of  the  Greek  text.  TTie  word  is 
“uphinderly,”  an  adverb.  This  strong  and  abrupt 


the  message  of  Christ.  Beyond  his  defense  are 
the  appointments  that  involve  “great  numbers.” 
Paul  was  not  able  to  go  to  them  so  they  came 
to  his  “lodging.”  We  are  not  sure  how  much 
freedom  Paul  had  . . .  perhaps  under  house  ar¬ 
rest  he  was  under  constant  guard  by  Roman 
soldiers.  Even  in  this  circumstance  he  had  a 
plan  for  witness  that  bore  testimony  even  in 
adversity.  The  telling  of  the  story  of  Christ  is 
all  important.  When  one  desires  to  witness  he 
will  always  find  an  audience. 

Paul’s  method  of  witness  was  cultivative  in 
nature.  He  “expounded  and  testified”  to  those 
who  came  about  the  Kingdom  of  God.  The 
message  was  distinctively  Christian  as  he  “per¬ 
suaded  them  concerning  Jesus.”  The  law  of 
Moses  and  the  prophets  became  scripture  for 
Paul  as  he  boldly  decldtt^  the  unique  Christian 
message  The  Jewish  leaders  had  a  background 
for  acceptance  of  the  law  and  prophets.  This 
good  beginning  opened  the  doors  for  the  true 
witness. 

Where  the  gospel  had  been  proclaimed,  it  had 
been  divisive.  Some  believed  and  others  refus¬ 
ed  the  story  of  Christ  (Acts  28:24-25).  The 
"sweet  savour  of  Christ”  is  to  one  “death  unto 
death”  and  to  another  “life  unto  life”  (II  Cor. 


2:14-15).  In  the  controversy  the  decisive  nature 
of  Christianity  resulted  in  the  departure  of 
some.  Paul  quotes  Isaiah  6  where  God  calls 
Isaiah.  For  Isaiah  some  would  refuse  to  hear. 
The  picture  is  that  of  a  man  grown  so  obese  that 
his  eyes  will  not  open  nor  his  ears  hear.  Spiritual 
blindness  is  willful.  Final  rejection  came  when 
Paul  declared  the  “salvation  of  (Jod  has  been 
sent  to  the  (Jentiles;  they  will  listen.”  No 
witness  should  ever  despair  some  men  will  not 
believe. 

The  presentation  is  always  emphatic.  It  in¬ 
cluded  the  message  of  the  kingdom  of  (Jod.  The 
kingdom  is  not  a  locality,  but  an  attitude.  The 
kingdom  of  God  is  within  you.  The  story  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  distinctive  quality  of  the 
Christian  message.  There  is  no  room  for 
anything  less  than  or  more  than  Christ  if  we  are 
Christians.  Now  there  is  clear  evidence  that  a 
break  has  been  made  with  Judaism.  Christiani¬ 
ty  affirms  its  separate  origin  but  not  its  Jewish 
heritage 

Speaking  boldly  is  the  nature  of  the  first  cen¬ 
tury  church.  Overcoming  their  barriers  was  the 
result.  For  our  confused  day  we  need  to  reaf¬ 
firm  “bold  speaking.” 

Al  Finch  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Greenwood. 
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ending  may  be  a  dramatic  emphasis  on  the  bold 
advance  of  the  kingdom  of  (Jod.  The  proclama¬ 
tion^  Paul  and  the  church  was  “with  all  con¬ 
fidence,  no  man  forbidding.”  Or  as  J.  B.  Phillips 
translates  it,  “with  the  utmost  freedom  and 
without  hindrance  from  anyone.” 

This  kind  of  freedom  without  hindrance  must 
characterize  the  witness  of  (Jod’s  people  in  our 
generation.  “Speaking  boldly”  is  evident  in  our 
lesson  passage  and  becomes  essential  for  the 
advance  of  the  (Jospel. 

The  witness  is  aggressive  in  his  encounter 
with  those  who  need  the  Gospel.  Paul  went  to 
the  Jewish  leaders  in  Rome  to  enlist  them  in 
his  defense  and  open  the  door  for  ministry  (Acts 
28:17-23).  As  was  obviously  his  plan,  they  came 
“in  great  numbers”  to  hear  of  the  sect  that 
‘^everyone  . , .  is  spoken  against.”  The  initiative 
for  witness  always  lies  with  the  Christian. 

Paul  was  the  bold  witness  who  saw  every 
defense  an  opportunity  for  the  furtherance  of 
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A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
l^n  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Dr.  Lynn  D.  AbemcUiy 
Mrs.  Osborn  Isbee 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Oibb 
Mrs.  Barbara  Ann  AUen 
High  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
Neshoba  County 
Mr.  Henry  C.  AUea 
Mrs.  Joan  W.  Horst 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Paul  G.  Moak 
C.  J.  (Joe)  Andersaa.  Sr. 
Brooke,  Blake,  a  Brandy 
Stanl^ 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Bill  SUnley 
Mn.  Carrie  Aage 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Joe  Cooper 
Mn.  Ratk  Davis  Applewhite 
Dr.  a  Mn.  Bert  Thompson 
Mr.  Paal  D.  Armstraag 
Mr.  a  Mn.  George  Myen 
Mr.  a  Mrr  W.  L.  Matthews 
DavM  A.  Atwood 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Yvaane  Newell  Aalen 
Williiy  Worken  Class,  New 
Augusta 
Arlen  Avera 
Miss  Beatrice  Bnavnlee 
L.  Q.  Bailey 
Thomas  D.  Hendrix 
Gray  Bain 
Neil  a  Anne  Wrenn 
Mr.  John  R.  Baker 
Officen/Directon  of 
TTustmark  Bank 
Robert  BaU 

Jimmie,  Kathleen  a  Steven 
Blount 

Doris  Eagene  Ballew 
Vincent  a  Bobbie  Jean 
Mullins 

WaHace  M.  Baaks 

Mn.  Tbm  SheU  Glenn 
ReRha  Barber 
Karen  Rhodes 
Mr.  a  Mn  Fred  Rhodes 
Mn.  Ossie  Barfield 
Gladys  Slayden 
Mr.  a  Mn  M.  A.  Hicks 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Donald  Martin 
Mn  Iva  Kelley  Doaglata 
Barlow 

Mn.  Rubenia  Hardin 
Mr.  a  Mn.  DeBerry  Hall 
Mn  Jim  Barlow 
Mr.  a  Mn  WiU  Dodds 
Robert  BarreU 
Dorothy  M.  Ingnm 
Itatie  I.  Pntfaer 
Mn  Eva  Lyle  Beaactt 
Mr.  a  Mn.  David  Lee  King 
Mr.  a  Mn  Mike  Kii« 
Marguerite  a  Preacher 
Evans 

Mr.  a  Mn  Roger  Jones 
Mr.  Joe  A.  Beaton 
The  Larry  Driskell  Fbmily 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Arlena  Berch 
The  Merle  Furlow  Sunday 
School,  West 
Percy  a  Ada  Berch 
Mn.  Lola  Bfaigham 
Mn.  Vertie  Brown 
Mn.  Oale  Blackledge 
Leaf  River  Baptist  Church 
Mn  Rath  Boggaa 
Kline  a  Ann  Merritt 
Mn  Claade  E.  (Leaaa)  Bond 
Mn.  J.  O.  (WendeU)  Sanden 
Mr.  Joseph  In  Boswell 
Mr.  a  Mn.  CbrI  M.  Kelly 
Jcreaqr  Boa 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Charles  Scott 
Mn  Margaorlte  Bradley 
Tht  George  Hart  Fhmily 


Mn.  M.  L.  (Edna  Locke) 
Branch 

Dorris  a  Lurline  Stewart 
Mr.  H.  L.  Brewer 
Mn.  Judith  R.  Brewer 
Ms.  Dorothy  Lee  Brock 
Bobby,  Sue,  Sandi,  a  Charlie 
Bridge 
L.  L.  Browa 
J.  L.  a  Fhithy  Knight 
Steve  Lamar  Brace 
The  Eunice  Sunday  School, 
Cleveland 
Harry  S.  Bnton 
Nell  a  Henry  Jacob 
Mr.  a  Mn  E.  A.  CJuirey,  Sr. 
Mr.  Burake  Buckley 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Arthur  Smith 
Mn.  Bertha  Ballock 
Becky  G.  Milling 
Mr.  WilUam  (Webb)  Burke.  Jr. 
Mr.  a  Mn.  J.  C.  Stennett 
^  Helea  Caia 

Emma  Alice  Atkinson 
Mn.  Card 

Vertie  Thdford  Brown 
John  Carlisle  v 

Becky  G.  Milling 
WalUce  Carter 
Mr.  a  Mn.  D.  S.  Bowering 
Wallace  Carteii  Jr. 

C^irtis  a  Annie  Joe  Evans 
Will  Carter 

Sylvia  a  Whlker  Gnham 
Larry  Malatesta 
Don^  Malatesta 
Paul  Malatesta,  Jr. 

Beatrice  Thomas 
Mn.  J.  W.  Castle 
(Curtis  Woo(b 
Pearlle  Mae  E.  Castle 
Rose  T.  Jackson 
Mr.  Thomas  B.  Caves 
Mildred  a  Bill  Stevenson 
WilUe  Chomben 
AUene  W.  (^mben 
W.  Clyde  Cherry 
Miss  Pearl  Lucas 
Mr.  Brastoa  Claalaa 
Brndfoedk  Chapel  Church 
VBS 

Mn.  Reba  Clark 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  CUftord  C.  Cabb 
Offleen  a  Directon  ' 
Thistmark 

Mr.  Aahrey  W.  CackreN 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Douglas  WklUce 
Mn.  Opal  Camas 
Rosa  M.  Miller 
TEL  Sunday  School,  Roiling 
•Fork 

Marguerite  a  Preacher 
Evans 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Percival 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Charles  Kyneid  a 
Fbmily 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Sam  Dribben 
Mn.  W.  S.  Hammond 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Joe  Springer 
(hrtis  a  Annie  Jo  Evana 
Mr.  a  Mn.  D.  T.  White 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  D.  &  Btwering 
Mn.  Margaret  Sandifer 
Dot  a  Andy  Helton 
Mr.  a  Mn.  David  M.  Ferris 
Jimmy,  Bonnie,  Tbm  a  Jen 
Hollingsworth 

Mn.  Ircae  Calhimt  (. 

The  Ellie  Bratton  FbmUy|j.'') 
Dr.  Fnaela  R.  Caaa 
Sandra  a  T.  J.  Norris' ' 

Bob  a  Nan  Haskins 
Don  a  Juanita  McCleland 
Bob  a  Nan  Haakina 
Mn  Jack  Simmona 
Miaa  Verna  Lea  Reber 
McMahan  a  McMahan 
Dr.  a  Mn.  C^ary  Jackaon 
Curtia  a  Penny  Undwy 


Mn.  Estker  Cathraa 
Leroy,  Sandra  It  Morgan  ' 
Peeples 

Amanda  Coward 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Ed  Eubanks 
Mr.  a  Mn.  James  R.  Parks 
Mn.  Lak  Coa 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Rogen  MeCkaw 
Mist  Frances  Crawford 
Mr.  a  Mn.  R.  M.  RusseU,  Jr. 
Mn.  Eva  Ray  Craaby 
Adult  II  Sunday  School, 
Louisville 

Mn.  Cara  Cammins 
Rev.  a  Mn.  Johnny  Hathcock 
J.  H.  -Oeie*'  Cammlai 
Ellis  a  Anita  (hmmins 
Mn.  Evelyn  CoBaiagham 
Mn.  W.  B.  Ranson 
DavM  Edward  Carran 
Camellia  Garden  (Hub 
Mr.  a  Mn.  William  H. 

Palmer 

Mr.  a  Mn.  M.  L.  Thrrebonne 
AlU  a  Roy  Walker 
RIU  Davidson 
Anita  C.  Aiken 
Blake  Davis 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Charles  (Mildred) 
Mathis 

Mn.  Rasa  Davit 
Mn.  Minnie  Lee  Davis 
Mn.  Mattie  Dees 
Becky  G.  Milling 
Mr.  Homer  Doogtas 
Hilbert,  Fay  a  Donna  Shien 
Mn.  J.  R.  Dudley.  Sr. 

Kemper  (hunty  Farm 
Bureau 

Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 
Scooba  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Thelma  M.  Dudley 
Mary  Eugenia  Martin 
Mn.  Leslie  (jrlffm 
Mr.  CaMn  W.  Duenaa 
Ofllcen/Directon  of 
Thistmark  Bank 
Mr.  Charlet  Dana 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Amos  V.  Collins 
Mr.  George  H.  Duanam 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  Joe  Enfa^taa 
Mn.  Brock  A.  Craft 
Mr.  a  Mn.  John  W.  SeU 
Jim  Ervea 

Mr.  a  Mn  Wbde  C.  Donnell 
Mn.  Betty  EvcrcUe 
Mn.  Hcmard  Williams 
Mn.  Bertha  Feaa 
Miss  Glanara  Anderson 
Wayac  Flemiag 
Mn.  Jo  C.  Freeman 
Mn.  Ida  Lee  Ford 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Patriefc  N. 
Conerly 

Mn.  Sadie  FaMoa 
Mrs.  Dot  Shaw 
Terry  Fnacbest 
Emma  Atkinson 
Ceeg  Gibooa 

Mr.  a  Mn.  (h)yce  Gibson 
Mr.  James  L.  Gilbert 
Whiter  V.  Sanden 
Mr.  Edward  Leo  Gill 
Eugene  I.  Ftrr 
Mr.  Gary  N.  GilHUad 
William  a  Eddie  Lou 
Peacock 

Mtg.  Franqes  Blake 
Mn.  W.  H.  Nuttf) 

Mr.  DaaaM  GUdewell 
Bob  a  June  Stephenson 
Mn.  Laoveala  Smith  Goadurla 
Jimmy,  Bonnie,  Tbm  a  Jen 
Hollingsworth 
Mr.  Lather  Coodwia 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Amos  V.  Chllino 
Mn.  M.  E.  Goadurla 
Mr.  a  Mn.  E.  A.  Currey.  Sr. 
Mn  Lenle  Ferrell,  Jr. 


Mn.  Mary  EHubetb  Gray 
Louioe  a  Triunaa  Carr 
Mn.  Grace  Reeves  Grtates 
Mr.  a  Mn.  J.  A.  Lundy 
Mn.  Faaaie  HaB 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Jimmy  Rogen  It 
Family 

Mn.  Beatrice  HamiMaa 
Emma  Edmonds  Sunday 
School,  “nipelo 
Mn.  BUHe  Harris 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Charles  Nordan  a 
Fbmily 

Mr.  John  Hathcock 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Johnie  Williams 
Eklith  Aldridge 
Mn.  J.  C.  Hathora 
Mr.  a  Mn.  W.  A.  McCool,  Jr. 
Mn.  Mlnale  Hawkins 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Tbny  (hrlisie 
Mr.  Lawreace  Hayes 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Amos  V.  (hllins 
Mn.  Nell  G.  Head 
Miss  Glanara  Anderson 
Mr.  Richard  Head 
Mr.  a  Mn.  N.  L.  Burton 
Mrs.  Danie  HeluBU 
Joe  a  Doris  Doss 
Daaaie  W.  HebiBM 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Tbmmy  Blair,  Jr. 

Mn.  Walter  E.  (Daalelle) 
Helams 

Officen/Directon  of  • 
TTustmark  Bank 
Barbara  a  Angela  Gautier 
Mr.  a  Mn.  E.  L.  McCoy.  Sr. 
Mr.  a  Mn.  George  Patton 
Malcolm  a  Jane  High! 

Billy,  Evelyn  a  Brooks  Luke 
Mr.  Lsyce  P.  Hemphill 
Mr.  a  Mn.  RusseU  Clanton 
Mn.  Abbc  R.  Henley 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Johnie  Williams 
Mrs.  R.  8.  Healey 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Dutch  Farmer 
Mr.  R.  S.  Henley 
Alice  Dalton  Thurmond 
Mn.  Sidney  (Ana  Roach) 

Henley 

Mn.  W.  A.  Henley 
Mn.  Single  Day 
Mn.  A.  L.  EUtst 
Mr.  a  Mn.  E.  L.  Henley 
Bud  Moore 

Mr.  a  Mn.  E.  B  Henley 
Herman  a  EUenor  Flowen 
Baxter  It  Slather  Thompeon 
Mn.  J.  H.  (Mattie  AUce) 
WUlis 

Mn.  W.  a  Kenna 
Miaa  Katherine  McLeod 
Miss  Loraine  Norman 
Helen  a  Mike  Lammoos 
Eldith  Altk-idge 
Rev.  a  Mn.  Johmty  Hathcock 
Dr.  a  Mrs.  J.  H.  Kyxar 
Mr.  Clay  Herbert 
Mrs.  Vertie  Broorn 
Mr.  C.  M.  Herring 
R.  a  OThmU 
Mr.  Crawfsrd  Hichs 
Dot  a  Andy  Heltan 
Disciples  oil  Lowe  SS, 

Grenada 

Mr.  Theodwe  HIB 
Mn.  J.  W.  Jones 
Dolly  8.  Hkuiaal 
Lucille  P.  Reid 
Dot  Hoihrook 
Emma  Atkinson 
Mrs.  Marge  Hoop 
Mr.  a  Mn.  W.  A.  McCool,  Jr. 
Mn.  Dole  R.  Hope 
Children  of  Mn.  Osie  R. 

Hope 

Mr.  WUi  R.  Hope 
Chikken  of  Mr.  WiU  R.  Hope 
Mrs.  Lafell  Hovas 
Mr.  a  Mn.  John  Cheatham 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Jskasea  (Fred) 
Hortons 

Beulah  &  Smith 
Frank  It  Elisabeth  Paferski 
Mr.  a  Mn.  James  D.  Arnold 
Mr.  a  Mn.  J.  C.  Stennett 
Mr.  W.  G.  Mixe,  Jr.  a  Nancy 
Mn.  W.  G.  Mize,  Sr. 

Gleanen  Sunday  School, 
Jackson 

Mn.  Eugenia  L.  Fhirington 
Freda  J.  Laughlin 
Mn.  Mac  N.  Lay 
Mn.  AUeyae  Howell 
Prentiio  a  Alice  Con 
Mks  Lena  Hubbard 
Mn.  W.  C.  Mangum 
ftebert  Haffmaa 
Mn.  D.  C.  Ashley 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Glen  Smith 
Mr.  W.  J.  (Billy)  Irelaad 
Mr.  a  Mn.  F.  N.  StovaU,  Jr. 
Dot  a  Wyatt  Darts 
Dr.  a  Mrs.  (^ary  Jackson 
Mr.  a  Mn.  J  W.  Duckett 


Mrs.  Faaaie  Jaeses 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Charles  Nordan  a 
FbmUy 

Mn.  Esther  Jaamm 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Pat  Bridges 
Mrs.  Esther  Jaaaas 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Sidney  Thornton 
Mr.  Eber  Jeakias 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Tbm  Rice 
Larry  Jennings 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Tbm  Rice 
CUffard  L.  JahasoB 
Chip  a  Tbri  Estes 
Mr.  Clyde  Yates  Jehason 
Mr.  a  Mn  A.  R. 

Mauriocourt 
Mn.  Tbm  SheU  Glenn 
Mr.  Ernest  Jehasoa 
Pern  Lyter 

Mn.  Mary  Lyna  Kettle 
Mn.  Dewey  L.  Bain 
Thomas  H.  Hudson  a  FamUy 
Ruby  H.  Hudson 
Mn.  Aaale  Gaddis  King 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Amos  V.  Collins 
Mr.  Bobby  Kbigsbery 
Miss  Dot  Davis 
Rachel  Kipp 

Dr.  a  Hn.  Gary  Jackson 
Mn.  NeU  KittreU 
Helen  a  Jim  Smiley 
Mn.  MoUie  Rath  Kaos 
Walter  Ray  a  NeUie  WUkie 
Mrs.  Atke  Patebott  Kaoace 
Frank  a  Elizabeth  Pajerski 
Mn.  Kate  Lakey 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Leo  Owens 
Mrs.  Nelle  N.  Laadram 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Jeff  Landrum 
Mrs.  Earl  Lee 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Arthur  Smith 
Mn.  Lavelle  Ciena  Ler^ 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Clarence 
Holloman 
Hamp  Little 
Neil  a  Anne  Wrenn 
Mn.  Rad  A.  Lewery 
Pern  Lyter 
Mrs.  Mattie  Lee  Lask 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Hugh  Robinson 
Mr.  Ray  Neil  Maaa 
Roxie  Tlgen  Dixie  Youth 
BasebaU  Tbam 
Mn.  Roy  Maaa 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Douglas  Farr, 
Mark  a  Dave 
Mn.  Eleaaar  Martta 
Miss  Hazel  L.  NeweU 
Miss  Dot  Davis 
Eldith  Hemeter 
Mrs.  Irrta  Martin.  Sr. 

Mias  Verna  Lea  Reber 
Mr.  Clarcace  McCaleh 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  M.  D.  Dunn.  Sr. 
Mn.  Leit  McCarmick 
Henry  a  Jeanette 
McCormick 
Mr.  Darts  McCawaa 
David  a  Kathryn  McMahan 
WUIUm  J.  McDade 
Eugenia  M.  TherreU 
Mn.  laet  McDaad 
Mn  Sam  M.  Brand 
Mr.  Jack  McDaaiel 
Ron  a  Beverly  Carlyle 
Johnnie  Mae  HaU 
Mn.  laex  McDavtt 
The  Miram  Simday  School, 
Magnolia 

Mn.  C.  J.  McKeasle 
John  a  Louiae  McCraw 
Joe  McKaett 
Orakhne  Thomas 
Mr.  Dewey  McLemore 
High  HiU  Baptist  Church. 
Neshoba  County 
Arleae  a  Johaay  McMUtea 
The  Addle  White  FbmUy 
Mn.  Bessie  B.  McNeil 
Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mn.  CaHIc  MeHoa 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  D.  S.  Bowering 
J.  J.  Meycn 
Mn.  J.  J.  Meyen 
Lucille  Gtena  Miller 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Clarence 
Holloman 
Drew  Milstead 
The  Whatleys,  WUliams  a 
Words 

Ruby  Moatgomery 

Elizabeth  Tbte 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  W.  Z.  Msrcc 
Mr.  a  Mn.  H.  F.  Bishop 
Mlchsel  Msrtoa 
First  Baptist  Church.  Bude 
Mn.  AbbIc  Loyd  Maan 
Mn.  Helen  C.  CaroUo 
Mr.  C  H.  Marpbey.  Sr. 

Mr  a  Mn.  Joaeph  W.  Cobb 
Ray  H.  Nail 
Elvelyn  ThreadgiU 
Mn.  Eva  Normaa 
Mn  Coy  Irvin 


Mn.  Fraacct  Norman 
Jayne  Woods 
Mn.  Key  Woods 
Mn.  Nettie  Norwood 
Mr.  a  Mn  Patrick  N 
Conerly 
Stan  Narwaad 
Tbrraseta  Hodges 
JoOltvcr 

The  John  Rundle  HS  Class  of 
19C2 

Rath  Prince  Parks 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Jacobus  Botje 
Mn.  Aanie  Mae  Patlersoa 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Lesley  McGregor 
Mr.  Cayt  Payne 
Charles  Glerm 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Elddie  Woodruff 
Mn.  Glcada  Peraell 
Mr.  a  Mn.  John  Cheatham 
Mn.  E.  L.  (MUgred)  PhilUps 
Mn.  Lige  Brown 
Hr  a  Mn.  C.  E.  Farmer 
Mr.  a  Mn.  M.  D.  Duiw.  Sr. 
Mn.  C.  W  Barksdale 
Mn.  1.  Di  PtttBsaa 
Rev.  a  Mn.  Leon  Young 
Mn.  (George  Ethridge 
Mias  Amie  Louise  Coats 
Mrs.  Lsaaie  Pittmaa 
Mrs.  W.  M.  (Juanita)  Lee 
Soaja  Pittmaa 
Mr.  a  Mn.  James  King 
Mn.  Robbie  PoHlis 
BUI  a  Rose  Mary  Bassett  a 
FamUy 

Mr.  Eldwia  L.  Palk 
Ofticen/Directon  of 
Trustmarfc  Bank 
ktr.  a  Mn.  Merle  A.  Riley 
Idr.  a  Mn.  James  C.  Hodges 
W.  T.  Patter 

Florine  a  Wade  Roberts 
Mn.  Adell  PaweU 
John  a  Rosa  Brnme 
Rath  Prince  , 

Mr  a  Mn.  Walter  RehUng 
.Mn.  Mildred  Puckett 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Oliver  King 
Mr.  J.  LHgblaa  PaUen 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Rufus  (kaves 
Ed  a  Mary  Ruth  PhiUips 
Mr  a  Mn.  Tbm  Rice 
Mn.  Oncidia  Pyrao 
Jimmy  It  Doris  Rogers  a 
FamUy 

Mn.  Hubert  RatUff.  Sr. 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  A.  A.  Roebuck 
Mr.  Charles  M.  Ray 
Mn.  HUda  M.  Calhoun 
Mn  EUa  B  Pridgen 
Chief  W.  D.  Rayfietd 
Frances  It  Robert  Kemp 
Mr.  R.  K.  Rice 
Mr.  a  Mn.  R.  N.  Catledge 
Richard  (Red)  Roberts 
Mr.  a  Mn.  A.  J.  Davis 
Mn.  Milder  Robertson 
Walter  Sanden 
Mr.  Ned  L.  Robbuia 
John  a  June  Watkins 
Mrs  G.  M.  (Eaaice)  Rogen 
Norman  a  Audra  O’Neal 
Dr.  a  Mrs  Bert  Thompson 
Prentiss  a  Alice  Coa 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Chff  Lamkum 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Roper.  Jr. 

Bfr.  a  Mn.  BUly  F.  FerreU 
Mrs.  Marjsrie  Raosell 
Ftaest  Baptist  Church 
Miss  Esther  Saztaa 
Miss  Nancy  Gray 
Mn  Thomas  Shdtoa 
Mrs  Oscar  Sebabert 
Mn.  O.  W.  SaveU 
Charles  Setmaa 
Mr.  a  Mn.  CairoU  Hines 
Mrs  Lessie  Sharp 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Norris  L. 

Sumpiey 

Mr.  Fraak  SkawHosky 

Mike  a  Patty  Atkins 
Mr.  Henry  D.  Shedd 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Elton  J.  Hardy 
Mr.  Wiley  Sharley 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Joe  Cooper 
Mr.  Clyde  Douglas  SlmsMas. 

Sr. 

The  Peyton  FSmUy 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Thomas  Fhust.  Jr. 
Wayne  a  W  T.  Kimbroi^h 
CUie  (kifftth 
Mn.  Miriam  Simmons 
Philip  Slmpsoa 
James  PhyUis  a  Phil 
Summerlin 
W.  E.  Stey 

Mn.  Wade  Donnell  a  Mary 
Lou 

Mr.  WUder  Slay 
Mn.  W.  M.  (Juanita)  Lee 
Mn.  Buford  Berry 
Mr.  a  Mn.  A.  A.  Roebuck 
Mn.  Maggie  Smith 
Sadie  a  Bob' Crawford 


Mrs  Wm  Smith.  Sr. 

Early  Bird  Walkers  Canton 
Ann  Elaine  Smith 
Sue  a  Hettie  WUliams 
Mrs  HaxH  Saaggs 
Sadie  a  Boh  Crawford 
Mr.  JahB  W.  Stewart,  Jr. 

Harmon  a  Sara  Dawkins 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Amos  V.  Collins 
Mrs  Rath  SUM 
Paul  a  Frances  Stanley 
■  Mrs  Patie  SIraage 

Mr.  a  Mn.  A.  M.  Linton.  Jr. 
Mr.'a  Mn.  Auhry  Hays 
Jesse  A.  Stridcr 
Graefaer  Brothers  Inc. 

Walter  E.  Barbee 
NeU  a  Anne  Wrenn 

Mn.  .Myrtle  SalUvaa 
Mn.  E.  S.  Wade 
Marrta  Ihbor 
Mabel  C.  Robinson 
Hazel  T.  C^ampbeU 
Mrs  WUI  Tatam  - 
Mn.  Ebm  lyter 
Mr.  Harry  D.  Ihylor 
G  Wayne  a  Melba  Smith 
Delcie  l^nLandingham 
Mr.  Thomas 
Mn.  Roy  Sorrells 
Mn.  Imogeae  Thomas 
Dr.  a  Mn  Arnold  HuU 
Mr.  a  Mn.  James  Hodges 
Mr.  Lee  Thomas 
E.  0.  VanDevender 
Mn.  Antonia  Bates 
Mrs  Lacy  Thompsoa 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Curtis  BeU 
Mr.  R  A.  Thmrmaa 
Mr  a  Mn.  Noel  Lone 
Mr.  L.  M.  (Lew)  TWar 
Mn.  B.  B  Stamps 
Mr.  Stewart  TTaanm 
David,  Margaret  a  Julie 
Dyess 

Howard  Trtritt 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Frank  Gowan,  Jr. 
Mr.  Tsm  Uzsie 
Dot  a  Andy  Helton 
Mrs  R  E.  Vswcll 
Jack,  Lynn  a  Susan  Hardage 
Mrs  UlUe  VoweU 
Mn.  J.  O.  (WendeU)  Sanden 
Mr.  Lawreace  WaMe 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Merla  A.  Riley 
Ihm  Ware,  Jr. 

Mr.  a  Mn.  Dewey  Fbahee 
Mrs  Betty  Jean  WUUaau 
Waring 

Frank  a  Elizabeth  Pajenki 
Ibiiy  Warren 

Mr.  a  Mrs  BiUy  Sherman 
Gteaa  Watson 
Mn.  A.  L.  McMiUin.  Jr. 

Mr.  Albert  Welc£ 

Homemaken  CouncU.  Carroll 
Omnty 

Vbiden  Baptist  Church 
Mrs  Jortta  Weldon 
Mi»  Annie  Andrews 
Major  Weldoa 
Oraeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Cecil  WUUea 
Chsctlla  Baptist  Church 
Mrs  Aaac  EHo  WHHaots 
Mr.  a  Mn.  BUly  F.  FerreU 
Jeanette  Herrin 
Hattie  BeU  Oower  a  Girls 
C.  R.  WHHaau 
Dr.  a  Mrs  W.  B.  Thompaon 
Mrs  Ford  WiUiams 
Marjorie  L.  Stamps 
Lawreace  Wbntead 
Arnold  a  Donnie  C  Nelsan 
HUary  Wiidraff 
J.  L.  a  Fhithy  Knight 
Key  Wssds 
Mn  .  Key  Woods 
Jayne  Woods 
Mrs  Lyda  Wsrd 
Min  Glanara  Anderson 
Mn.  P.  L.  (Liaaie)  Wsrlcy 
Hilbert,  Fhy  a  Donna  Shien 
Mr.  a  Mn.  (juy  McChire 


GIFTS  OF 
HONOR 

Rev.  a  Mn.  Schuyler  Batson 
Mr  a  Mn  Max  O. 
SturdivanL  Sr. 

Dr.  a  Mrs  KermU  D. 
McGregor 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Max  O. 
SturdivanL  Sr. 

Nolan  Ray  Shores 
Harry  a  Jimmy  Stout 
Rev.  a  Mrs  L.  Graham  Smith 
Mr.  a  Mn.  Max  O. 
Sturdivant,  Sr. 

Mr.  Tbmmy  Thylsr 
Mn.  Frank  Shawbiosky 


PAGE  12  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday.  July  23,  1987 


BWA.  council  meets  in  Jordan, 
approves  million  dollar  budget 


John  M.  Wilkes 

ship  of  the  king  of  this  county.  King  as  well  as  its  men’s,  Women’s,  and  ^ 

Hussein  Ibn  Talal,  and  his  wise  youth  departments.  ^ 

government,”  Ameish  said.  The  council  approved  a  recommen-  > 

The  BWA  council  voted  to  approve  dation  that  a  new  division  of  promo- 
the  membership  application  of  the  tion  and  development  be  added  to  the 
Evangelical  Baptist  Church  of  the  existing  Baptist  World  Aid,  com- 

Ivory  Coast,  a  bixly  with  some  3,000  munications,  evangelism,  and  educa-  - 

church  members.  The  new  organiza-  tion,  and  study  and  research  divi-  « 

tion  brings  to  137  the  munber  of  sions.  The  new  division  will  direct  its 

alliance  affiliates  in  144  countries.  The  attention  to  fund-raising  activities  , 

Iv(H7  Coast  affiliate  was  the  only  one  which,  in  addition  to  the  operating  ^ 

of  eight  applicants  approved.  budget,  will  help  finance  the  '  nT 

The  BWA  men’s  department  re-  ministries  of  BWA  divisions  and 

quested  that  it  take  the  initiative  in  departments.  ^ 

raisi^  $250,000  to  help  send  100,000  In  a  closing  business  matter, 

Russian-language  Bibles  to  the  Soviet  general  council  members  accepted  a 

Union  next  year.  The  BWA  has  been  report  from  the  BWA  structure  com- 

assured  that  its  Soviet  affiliate,  the  mittee  calling  for  a  wide-ranging  I 

All-Union  Council  of  Evangelical  study  of  the  world  organization.  An-  " 

Christians-Baptists  in  the  Soviet  drew  McRae,  president  of  Acadia  PcaV 

Union,  received  in  writing  an  import  Baptist  College  in  Wolfville,  Nova 

Scotia,  Canada,  presented  the  com-  Isaac  Charles  Peay,  a  1941 

mittee’s  report  saying,  . .  in  this  graduate  of  Mississippi  BaptisI 

review  there  can  be  no  exempted  Seminary,  was  preseiUed  a  plaque  by 

Richard  Brogan,  President.  Peay  at- 
John  M.  Wilkes  is  director  of  the  tended  classes  in  Hattiesburg. 

BWA  dqiartment  of  communications. 


meeting  here. 

From  the  opening  sessions,  the 
council  members  were  welcomed  by 
the  Jordanian  people  —  both  official¬ 
ly  and  unofficially. 

The  Jordanian  cabinet’s  minister  of 
occupil&  territory  affairs.  His  Ex¬ 
cellency  Marway  Doudin,  told  300 
council  members,  committee  person¬ 
nel,  and  study  commissioners  that  the 
Jordan  River,  less  than  a  half-hour’s 
drive  from  Amman,  must  evoke  a 
wide  range  of  religious  sentiments 
and  historical  anecdotes. 

'llie  resolution  of  appreciation  to  the  permit  for  legal  delivery  (rf  the  Bibles. 

Baptist  Convention  of  Jordan,  the  It  will  be  a  joint  project  of  the  BWA 
council’s  spiritual  hosts  during  the  andtheUnitedBibleSocietiesinSutt- 
week,  included  gratitude  to  the  Jorda-  gart.  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  areas, 
nian  people  and  recognition  of  The  amount  represents  one-half  the 
Doudin’s  representation  of  the  prime  total  needed, 
minister  of  the  Hashemite  Kingdom  The  newly-approved  budget  is  the 
of  Jcurdan.  first  million-dollar  budget  in  BWA, 

Fawaz  Ameish,  president  of  the  Jor-  history.  HOUSTON  (BP)  —  Houston  Baptist 

danian  Convention,  welcomed  the  In  other  actions,  the  council  gave  University  has  received  a  gift  of  real 
guests  “in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  approval  to  preliminary  plans  and  estate  fnHn  Sun  Exploration  and  Pro- 
Christ,  our  Redeemer,  ”  and  on  behalf  budget  figures  for  the  16th  Baptist  duction  CcHnpaqy  valued  at  more  than 
of  the  Baptists  and  Christians  in  World  Congress  in  the  summer  of  1990  $1  million,  announced  HBU  President 
J<^n.  to  be  held  in  Seoul,  Korea,  and  heard  E.D.  Hodo.  ’The  proceeds  of  the  gift 

“We,  the  Baptists,  are  a  very  small  words  of  welcome  from  the  Baptists  will  be  applied  to  the  William  H  Hin- 
n^ber  in  this  country,  but  we  wor-  of  Korea.  ton  College  of  EducaUon  and  Library 

ship  the  Lord  in  freedom  and  peace  Also  meeting  were  the  BWA’s  four  Tbwer  Campaign  and  will  qualify  for 
under  the  patronage  and  wise  leader-  divisions  and  six  study  commissions,  the  current  matching  gift  program. 


noted  Mrs.  Skinner. 


Come  back  yesterday 

Deep  in  the  woods  Memories  of  laughter 

By  the  moon’s  pale  glow  And  memories  of  tears 
An  old  house  stands  Memories  of  happiness 

As  it  did  long  ago  Lkmtentment  and  fears. 


Lazy  summer  day 

A  gallon  of  delight  sits  nearby 
In  the  pitcher,  chilled  and  fine 
Lemonade,  delicious,  refreshes, 
(Quenching  thirsts,  both  yours  and  mine. 
Lazy  summer  days  beckon  all 
Tb  rest  from  their  chores  awhile. 

Thke  time  out  to  invite  a  friend 
For  lemonade.  Flash  a  smilel 

— Betty  Sauls 
Cblumlna 

Gk)lden  love 


So  many  memories 
I  catch  my  breath 
Memories  of  birth 
And  memories  of  death 


An  old  farmhouse 
Just  falling  apart 

Yet  it  bears  a  special  place  in  my  heart 
It  creaks  in  the  wind  and  seems  to  say 
“CJorne  back  to  me,  0  yesterday!’ 


■Ruth  Norsworthy  Oager 
State  Line 


(k>lden  love  is  as  poignant  and  sweet 
As  a  summer  rose 

Pressed  in  the  pages  of  a  cherished  volume 

Exchanged  glances 

Gather  memories  between  them. 

And,  like  soft  summer  rains. 

Leave  a  refreshing  air 
In  their  wake 

Elach  today  is  held  in  porcelain  hands 
Against  the  uncertainty 
Of  a  not-so-distant  tomorrow. 

■Vt  -Maxine  E.  McAdory 

wwi  Jackson 


The  difference  Christ  makes 

He  makes  the  difference  in  what  I  see  Tb  tell  others  of  his  way 

Makes  the  difference  in  what  I’D  be.  and  share  his  love  everyday. 

Makes  the  diflbrence  in  the  way  I  walk 

and  even  in  the  way  I  talk.  He’ll  make  the  difference  when  I  die 

I’ll  see  my  Lord  by  and  by. 
There  I’ll  sing  and  praise  his  name; 
Christ  will  always  be  the  same. 


t-'v 

I  T 

O  'LO 

OcAi/n 


Christ  makes  the  difference  in  the  way  I  live 
I  want  to  always  do  his  will 


■Frank  Lowe 
Jackson 


Historical  Coirnnistlo**  >6C 


•OURNAL  OF  TH  v.  S’ 


CONVEN 


Thursd-o.  Juh 


Deep  waters  of  suffer! n 


Former  China  missionaries 
rejoice  over  answered  prayer 

Rv  Art  Tnalct/in 


1  N.L.  (BF)  —  Two  they  might  be  put  to  death  —  and  ing  anti-Americanism.  She  recalled 

several  were  many  remained  true.”  Steadfastness,  him  saying,  “It  would  be  better  for  you 
well  into  their  80s,  but  there  was  she  noted,  is  a  trait  of  many  Chinese,  and  better  for  us  #ycai  would  go  away 
V  *  sparkle  in  their  eyes  and  vigor  in  their  “If  they  believe  it,  they  live  it.  They  for  five  or  six  years.” 

speech,  especially  when^  they  talked  suffer  for  what  they  believe.”  Earlier,  during  World  War  II, 

about  China.  Smith,  who  still  leads  numerous  Lawton  and  several  other  mis- 

These  retired  missionaries  had  prayer  retreats  each  year,  was  an  sionaries  were  in  a  Japanese  concen- 
sensed  the  call  to  foreign  missions  evangelistic  worker  in  China  from  1917  tration  camp  in  Shanghai  for  eight 
back  when  China  was  a  key  Southern  '  until  communist  forces  took  control,  and  a  half  months. 

/  Baptist  mission  fieid.  They  had  con-  She  and  two  other  missionaries  Her  brother,  Deaver,  who  now  lives 
^  '  ^  quered  hardship  when  Japanese  were  part  of  a  group  that  took  turns  near  Ridjgecrest,  was  confined  for 

r  ^  forces  invaded  the  mainland  during  riding  in  a  mule  cart,  then  walking  as  three  years  in  northern  China,  along 

-*/  ^  World  War  II  and  when  Communists  they  left  northern  China.  with  a  number  of  other  missionaries. 

rose  to  power  a  few  years  later.  Olive  Lawton,  86,  of  Laurens,  S.C.,  He  was  separated  from  his  wife  and 

H  iKlSb  For  more  than  three  decades,  they  believes  God  answered  her  prayers  fw  three  children  all  that  time. 

had  prayed  for  Christians  with  whom  China ‘in  a  marvelous  way.”  She  said  Lawton  remembered  cooking 

Olive  Lawton  literally  prayed  tor  decades  after  China  closed  its  doors  to  foreigners,  they  had  shared  tearful,  agonizing  she  “cried  with  delight”  when  she  unrefrigerated  buffalo  meat  and  pick- 
The  former  missionary  to  China,  who  now  lives  in  Laurens,  S.C..  prayed  for  the  church’s  goodbyes.  heard  several  years  ago  that  churches  ing  worms  out  of  the  rice  she  ate.  She 

ability  to  persevere.  China’s  doors  have  reopened,  and  to  Lawton,  86,  it’s  a  reminder  They  and  some  30  others  who  work-  there  were  reopening.  fondly  remembered  the  worship 

that  no  one  should  underestimate  the  power  of  prayer.  At  her  retirement  center,  she  ed  in  China  reminisced  —  and  prayed  Lawton  was  bom  in  China,  the  times,  readily  quoting  the  first  hymns 
continues  praying  daily  in  a  special  room  with  a  world  map.  She  and  several  others  again  for  Christians  there  —  during  daughter  of  Wesley  and  Ida  Lawton,  and  Bible  verses  the  detainees  shared, 
use  red  pins  to  note  places  needing  special  intercession.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Joanna  Foreign  Missions  Week  at  Ridgecrest  who  opened  Bap^t  work  in  the  coun-  Imprisonment  was  not  traumatic, 

(N.C.)  Baptist  Conference  Onter.  try’s  interior  in  the  early  1900s.  She  s)k  said.  “If  tte  Lord  leads  that  way. 
They  are  a  remnant  of  the  200-plus  and  her  two  brothers  and  two  sisters  you  don’t  have  to  waste  your  energy 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  who  all  later  became  missionaries  to  feeling  sorry  for  yourself.  He’s  the 
were  assigned  to  China  before  the  China.  good  sheirfierd,  and  he  goes  ahead 

denomination’s  work  there  ended  in  Last  year,  she  returned  to  China  for  every  time  he  puts  his  sheep  out.” 
I95L  a  month  with  a  tour  group.  A  number  Martha  Franks,  86,  of  Laurens,  S.C., 

Lots  Clement,  98,  of  Darlington,  of  (Chinese  friends  came  to  the  hotel  also  left  China  in  the  early  1960s  after 
S.C.,  is  certain  their  prayers  made  a  where  the  former  educational  and  a  worried  pastor  asked  her,  “Please 
difference.  Chinese  Christians  “were  evangelistic  worker  stayed.  Lawton  don’t  come  to  church  anymore”  He 
persecuted  terribly,  but  at  the  same  learned  of  believers  who  had  been  kill-  also  asked  Franks  not  to  speak  to  her 
time,  the  Lard  kept  them  preaching  ed  but  rejoiced  as  the  visitors  told  of  Chinese  friends  on  the  street.  Grace 
the  gospel,  witnessing  to  his  grace,”  the  church’s  perseverance.  A  con-  Wells,  89,  of  Darlington,  S.C.,  was  told 
she  said.  “Tbday,  there  ate  many,  gregation  in  Liu  Chow  had  40  worship-  another  pastor,  “I  want  to  ask  you 
many  Chinese  who  have  turned  to  the  pets  when  the  missionaries  left;  now,  not  to  visit  in  the  homes,  unless  they 
Lord  because  of  their  witness.”  more  than  1,000.  invite  you.” 

Clement,  who  still  accepts  a  few  in-  The  famous  Shandong  Revival  of  “We  just  didn't  have  the  urge  to  go 
vitations  to  speak  in  churches,  work-  the  1930s  helped  undergird  the  church  ( leave  China ) ,  until  it  got  dangerous 
ed  in  China  during  35  of  her  44  years  for  later  tribulations,  Lawton  said,  for  the  Chinese,”  said  Wells,  a  former 
in  missions.  She  supervised  seven  Christians  were  able  to  say  with  fer-  evangelistic  worker  who  still  teaches 
schools  for  girls  at  a  time  when,  other-  vor,  “We’ve  got  something,”  she  said,  a  Sunday  School  class  at  Ebenezer 
wise,  girls  received  no  education.  She  Lawton  worked  in  China  from  1925  Baptist  Church  in  Florence.  S.C.  She 
later  did  evangelistic  work.  until  1950,  15  months  after  the  com-  was  “distressed  .  .  .  depoessed”  in 

Bertha  Smith,  also  98,  of  Cowpens.  munists  captured  her  region.  Her  leaving  China.  “You  didn’t  know  what 
S.C.,  prayed  ‘’the  believers  would  decision  to  leave  was  prompted  by  a  was  going  to  happen  to  the  folks  left 
stand  true  to  the  Lord,  even  though  Chinese  pastor's  worries  abwt  grow-  behind.  But  I  just  believed  the  real 

Christians  would  carry  on, 
regardless.”  Wells  began  her  work  in 
China  in  1923. 

“These  people  have  gone  through 
deep,  deep  waters  of  suffering,” 
Franks  saii  “and  they’ve  come  out  as 
refined  gold.  They  have  the  loveliest 
•  spirit. 

They  don’t  Avant  to  talk  about  their 
suffering  but  rejoice  in  what  God  has 
jjj  done  to  bring  them  through.”  Franks, 
'»  who  worked  in  theological  education, 
^  went  to  China  in  1925. 

In  praying  for  the  Chinese  church, 
^  “You  couldn’t  put  into  words  what  you 
felt.  You  just  lifted  it  to  the  Lord  and 

__  _  _ _  _  _  „at  con*niitted  it  to  him,  knowing  that  the 

surveillance  by  the  KGB  and  police  punishment  cells  and  subjected  to  the  age  of  eighteen.  Now  44,  his  c<^d  not  prevail  against 

for  a  year.  Christians  on  probation  are  brutal  treatment.  One  such  torture  release  concludes  the  fifth  such  prison  iE”  With  millions  upon  millions  of 
not  allowed  to  attend  worship  ser-  came  from  the  “Afrikanka.”  a  special  sentence  for  Christian  activities.  “In  there  now,  Franks  reflected 

vices,  entertain  other  Christians  in  ceU  with  iron  spikes  protruding  from  our  Lord  is  found  an  inexhaustible  ®  more  than  we  c(^d  have  done  if 
their  homes,  or  travel  anywhere  out-  the  floor  making  it  impossible  to  sit  fountain  of  inspiration  and  courage,  stayed  there.” 

side  their  city  or  town.  They  are  re-  or  lie  down.  Confined  for  days  on  end,  from  which  his  persecuted  people  Art  Toalston  writes  for  the  Foreign 
quired  to  be  at  home  every  day  from  the  prisoner  eventually  collapses  on-  draw  strength,”  said  Peters.  Mission  Board. 


Evangelism  strategy 
needs  adult  plans 


rison 


Christians  on  probation  in 
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Thursday,  July  30,  1087 


Editorials .  .  ,  by  Don  McGregor 
Clean  up  the  roads 


A  day  of  prayer 


I  have  returned  recently,  from 
another  short  vacation  trip  to  lyexas, 
and  it  was  a  heart-warming  sight  to 
see  crews  out  on  the  roads  picking  up 
trash.  They  were'  on  the  interstates 
and  the  byways. 

'Diere  is  no  telling  how  much  money 
this  activity  saves  the  state  of  'Texas, 
for  there  are  many  thousands  of  miles 
of  roads  there.  A  story  by  Michael 
Culbreth  in  the  Jackson  Clarioa- 
Ledger  points  out  that  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Highnray  I>epartment  spends  more 
than  $750,000  each  year  just  to  get  the 
trash  picked  up  in  this  state.  And  the 
crews  do  not  nearly  cover  the  state  in 
their  efforts. 

Culbreth  says  that  this  is  $750,000 
spent  each  year  on  nothing. 

As  has  b^  pointed  out  on  these 
pages  before,  in  'Ibxas  there  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  called  “Adopt  a  Highway.”  All 
kinds  of  groups  —  churches,  civic 


organizations,  businesses,  and  others 
—  adopt  stretches  of  highway  and 
pledge  to  keep  their  stretches  clear  of 
trash. 

It  works  pretty  well.  For  the  most 
part,  the  Ibxas  highways  and  road¬ 
ways  are  free  of  trash. 

*1110  crews  that  were  sighted  were 
pretty  large  groups,  usually.  That  is 
the  way  to  get  it  done  A  large  number 
of  people  can  clean  up  a  sizeable 
stretch  of  roadway  without  taking  a 
great  deal  of  time. 

The  culprit  in  the  whole  situation, 
course,  is  the  person  who  throws  the^ 
trash  out  of  his  car.  In  some  out-of-the 
way  places  where  trash  crews  are  not 
assigned  can  be  found  old  tires,  ar¬ 
ticles  of  furniture,  plastic  bags  full  of 
stuff,  and  who  knows  what  else?  On¬ 
ly  an  insensitive,  uncaring  person 
would  leave  such  junk  behind.  And 
those  things  are  not  thrown  out  of  car 


windows.  They  are  hauled  to  the  spot 
and  left  there  on  purpose 

Mississii^  has  no  such  program  as 
is  found  in  the  Texas  “Adopt  a 
Highway”  plan.  Such  a  conc^  would 
serve  us  well.  As  it  is  now,  Mississip¬ 
pi  uses  highway  crews;  and  in  some 
cases,  prisoners  arepressed  into  ser¬ 
vice  It  is  no  reflection  on  the  work  of 
those  groups;  but  with  other  people 
doing  the  highway  clean  up,  they 
could  be  used  in  some  other  capacity. 

It  would  take  awhile  to  get  it  going. 
It  would  take  some  education  to  get 
participants  working.  It  is  working  in 
Texas,  however;  and  it  could  work 
here 

The  Legislature  could  adopt  a 
resolution  calling  fra*  such  a  program 
when  it  meets  next  January.  That 
wouldn’t  put  it  into  motion,  but  it 
would  pave  the  way  for  some  other 
organizations  to  get  busy. 

Surely  it  is  worth  a  try. 


A  day  of  prayer  for  world  peace  is 
being  sponsored  Aug.  2  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission  and  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Christian  Life  Commission. 

Surely  this  is  a  time  when  such  a 
prayer  effort  is  needed.  The  airwaves 
have  been  filled  lately  with  material 
relating  to  the  fighting  going  on  in 
Nicaragua  and  between  Iran  and 
Iraq.  The  Persian  Gulf  conflict  finds 
the  United  States  directly  involved  as 
our  ships  and  planes  escort  Kuwaiti 
oil  tanters  out  of  the  gulf  and  into  the 
Indian  Ocean. 

We  are  involved  also  in  the  Central 
America  conflicts  as  we  support  the 
rebel  forces  in  Nicaragua. 

The  Russians  are  still  entrenched  in 
Afghanistan.  Religious  forces  are 
fluting  in  Northern  Ireland.  Fighting 
is  leaving  Beirut  in  shambles.  There 
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is  unrest  in  the  Philippines  and  in 
Korea.  Hunger  is  causing  rioteous 
behavior  in  Mozambique  A  Southern 
Baptist  woman  from  Houston,  Texas, 
is  teing  held  captive  by  forces  there. 

All  of  this  is  more  than  we  can  han¬ 
dle  as  human  beings.  We  need  help. 
The  only  source  of  help,  now  and 
always,  is  the  Lord.  Aug.  2  is  the  time 
that  we  need  to  all  join  in  concerted 
prayer  to  ask  the  Lc^  to  help  us  deal 
with  these  situations. 

The  scripture  selected  for  the  day 
of  prayer  is  “Blessed  are  the 
Peacemakers,”  found  in  Matthew  5:9. 

So  the  Lord  will  bless  our  efforts  as 
we  seek  to  bring  peaceful  solutions  to 
the  world’s  problems.  What  is  left  is 
for  us  to  seek  the  Lord’s  help  as  we 
prepare  to  search  for  the  peaceful 
solutions. 


•  • 


Life  is  fragile 

By  Bob  J.  Gibson 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

Abortion:  a  life  and  death  issue 


In  1973,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled’ 
that  a  woman  has  a  constitutional 
right  to  decide  with  her  physician 
whether  to  terminate  a  pregnancy. 
'This  7-2  ruling  by  the  high  court  has 
had  a  dramatic  impact  on  the  nation’s 
abortion  practices. 

According  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission,  the  year 
before  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  there 
were  586,760  abortions  in  the  United 
States.  But  by  1981,  available 
statistics  reveal  that  number  had 
climbed  to  1,300,760  —  358  legal  abor¬ 
tions  per  1,000  live  births. 

Unmarried  women  account  for  81 
percent  of  all  abortions  in  the  United 
States.  Of  these,  1  percent  are  obtain¬ 
ed  by  women  under  15;  27.5  percent 
by  women  15-19;  35.2  percent  by 
women  20-24  ;  20  percent  by  women 
25-29;  10.6  percent  by  women  30-34; 
and  5.7  percent  by  women  35  and 
older. 

But  there  is  more.  In  1961  (the  last 
year  with  official  statistics),  one-third 
of  all  abortions  were  obtained  by 
women  who  had  previously  had  abor¬ 
tions.  And  statistics  show  an  increas¬ 
ing  trend  toward  repeat  abortions. 

About  50  percent  of  all  reported 
abortions  occur  within  the  first  eight 
weeks  of  gestation.  About  90  percent 
are  preformed  in  the  first  trimester 
of  pregnancy. 

Women  obtaining  abortions  tend  to 
be  young,  under  25  years  of  age,  white 
and  unmarried.  Most  of  them  have 
hadjK)  previous  live  births.  Seventy- 
nin^  percent  of  the  women  who  had 
abortions  in  1963  were  unmarried.  In 
1972,  it  was  70  percent.  The  number 
of  married  women  who  had  abortions 


decreased  from  30  percent  in  1972  to 
21  percent  in  1963. 

But  abortion  is  not  only  a  problem 
just  in  the  United  States.  Japan,  ap¬ 
parently,  has  the  highest  abortion 
rate  in  the  world  with  120  abortions 
for  each  100  live  births  in  1960.  CMna, 
which  currently  has  a  one-child  fami- ' 
ly  policy,  has  a  very  high  abortion 
rate  among  its  1.1  billion  citizens. 

In  1974,  it  was  estimated  that  70  per¬ 
cent  of  all  pregnancies  in  the  Soviet 
Union  were  terminated  by  abortion. 
Abortions  in  Hungary  in  the  1966s  ex¬ 
ceeded  live  births,  and  in  1960  it  was 
estimated  that  96  abortions  per  10  live 
births  took  place  in  Bulgaria;  99  per 
100  liveliirths  in  Romania ;  and  76  per 
100  live  births  in  Cuba. 

And  it  is  shocking  to  discover  that 
America’s  abortion  rate  is  about  dou¬ 
ble  that  of  Canada,  England  and  West 
Germany.  Also,  it  is  higher  than  in 
countries  such  as  France  and  Sweden 
where  far  more  permissive  sexual 
mores  pervail. 

-  According  to  the  SBC  Christian  Life 
Commission,  “The  present  legal 
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Rev.  R.U.  GOING 

by  Karry  Jaokaon 


situation  in  this  country,  for  all  prac¬ 
tical  purposes,  permits  the  casual  use 
of  abortion  as  a  means  of  birth  con¬ 
trol.  A  frivolous  approach  to  sex  rela¬ 
tions,  conception,  pregnancy,  and 
abortion  is  socially  irresponsible  and 
morally  indefensible.” 

American  Christians  in  general  — 
and  Southern  Baptists  in  particular  — 
must  rediscover  the  sacredness  and 
value  of  human  life  and  urge  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  laws  to  protect  the  fetus.  The 
commandment,  “Thou  shalt  not 
kill,”  must  be  understood  to  apply  to 
the  fetus  as  well  as  to  the  fully 
developed  person. 

There  may  be  rare  instances  — 
very  rare  —  when  abortion  is 
justified.  But  abortion  as  a  means  of 
birth  control,  as  is  widely  practiced 
today,  is  repugnant  and  totally 
without  defense. 

To  be  specific,  it  is  a  sin!  And  the 
God  who  creates  and  gives  life  will 
hold  this  wicked  nation  responsible 
for  what  may  be  its  grossest  sin. 

J.  B.  Fowler,  a  former  pastor  of 
First  Church,  McComb,  is  editor  of 
the  Baptist  New  Mexican. 


Recent  events  have  caused  me  to 
become  more  aware  of  the  blessings 
in  life  that  we  often  take  MUCH  too 
much  for  granted.  My  family  has 
always  had  many  riches  beyond  what 
money  can  buy.  My  mother,  Eloise 
Gibson  Harrell,  and  my  father,  the 
late  James  Edward  Gibson,  Sr., 
taught  their  children  that  we  were  not 
wealthy  by  the  world’s  standards 
any  means,  but  that  an  inner  peace 
with  what  one  actually  possesses 
should  be  what  counts  in  the  long  run. 
My  parents  did  not  teach  my  brother, 
my  sister,  nor  me  that  material 
possessions  were  actually  wrong  in 
themselves,  but  that  a  person  should 
have  higher  goals  to  really  ‘make  it’ 
in  this  life.  We  were  taught  to  strive 
to  have  a  right  relationship  with  our 
Heavenly  Father  and  also  with  those 
around  us.  I  do  not  believe  those 
lessons  were  taught  in  vain.  Ibday  I 
find  myself  striving  to  teach  my 
children  these  same  values.  Only  time 
will  tell  if  I  have  been  as  good  a 
teacher  as  my  parents. 

However,  back  to  the  more  recent 
events.  Last  September  I  was  made 
very  aware  of  h^  mortal  our  present 
human  bodies  are.  While  my  doctors 
said  that  my  illness  was  not  really  life 
threatening,  I  was  very  concerned 
with  some  of  the  tests  which  they  put 
me  through.  I  decided  that  the  things 
which  I  wanted  to  accomplish  in  this 
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life  needed  to  have  a  more  priority 
assigned  to  them. 

One  of  the  most  urgent  things  that 
I  wanted  to  accomplish  was  to  tell 
other  pe<^le  about  my  Saviour  and  to 
share  with  them  the  plan  of  salvation. 
I  truly  believe  that  this  should  be  the 
number  one  priority  in  every  Chris¬ 
tian’s  life  We  should  strive  to  have  the 
ever  present  comfort  that  there  is 
more  to  life  than  what  this  world  has 
to  offer.  Death  for  the  Christian  is  just 
.the  beginning  of  a  new  life! 

I  do  not  think  that  we  should  seek 
to  end  our  lives  on  this  earth  in  any 
untimely  or  unnatural  way.  However, 
I  do  think  that  we  should  make  the 
most  of  every  opportunity  presented 
to  share  our  values  and  thoughts  with 
those  whom  we  come  in  contact.  We 
should  look  around  us  and  see  the 
beauty  of  natui^  the  beauty  oi  life,  the 
best  in  our  neighbor,  and  strive  to  pro¬ 
mote  unity  and  good-will  among  all. 
Yes,  we  will  see  some  less  fortunate, 
some  abused,  some  neglected,  some 
making  the  wrong  decisions,  and 
others  without  proper  direction  seek¬ 
ing  solutions  to  their  problems  while 
creating  additional  problems  for 
themselves  and  those  around  them. 
We,  who  know  Jesus  Christ  as  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  need  to  share  what 
we  have  with  others,  so  that  they  too 
might  realize  the  peace  that  comes 
from  knowing  Him. 

We  can  be  satisfied  with  less 
material  things,  but  a  certain  inner 
dignity  must  be  present  for  people  tb 
really  help  themselves.  We  all  have 
varying  skills  and  abilities.  No  one 
else  can  do  some  things  for  us.  Each 
of  us  will  have  to  give  account  for  the 
way  we  use  or  abuse  the  talents, 
which  were  entrusted  to  our  care. 
Let’s  not  put  off  until  it  is  too  late  to 
do  life’s  most  important  tasks! 
Remember;  Life  is  fragile,  handle  it 
vith  care! 

Bob  J.  Gibson  lives  at  Meridian. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 
Six  trumpets  annoimce  judgment  and  woes 


By  Rex  Yancey 

Revelation  8:1-3,  13;  9:4,  11.  20-21 
The  breaking  (rf  the  seals  continues.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  sealed  judgment  is  to  fortify  the  pa¬ 
tience  of  the  saints  by  assurance  of  God’s  pro- 

tvi^nce  and  the  ultimate 
victory,  of  the  church. 
However,  this  is  only  part  of 
the  prophet’s  mission.  This 
is  also  a  warning  to  the 
ungodly.  The  trumpets  form 
a  series  of  visicms  pronoun¬ 
cing  God’O  judgment  against 
the  wicked.  Verses  1-5  are  a 
I  transitional  section;  the 
Yancey  silence  in  heaven  (v.  1-2), 
and  the  incense  of  victory  (v.  3-5). 

The  silence  in  heaven  has  been  interpreted 
from  two  points  of  view.  One  view  looks  on  the 
half-hour  space  of  silence  as  being  symbolical 
of  delayed  judgment;  (idiomatic  expression) 
judgment  is  coming  but  it  is  delayed.  The  se¬ 
cond  view  is  that  the  silence  in  heaven  is  for 
dramatic  effect.  Already  John  has  seen  the  in- 
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stmments  of  judgment,  the  demand  for  judg¬ 
ment,  the  terror  of  the  wicked  at  approaching 
judgment,  and  provision  for  God’s  people  dur¬ 
ing  judgment. 

What  is  next?  Even  the  hosts  of  heaven  are 
silent,  waiting  anxiously  to  see  what  comes. 
They  see,  as  does  John,  seven  angels  each  with 
a  trumpet  in  hand.  The  seals  were  used  to  hide 
things;  trumpets  w^  used  to  announce  things. 
What  will  they  announce?' This  is  the  question 
in  the  minds  of  the  heavenly  hosts  as  they  wait 
in  silent  expectation. 

The  seven  angels  were  food’s  servants  ready 
to  be  dispatched.  In  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  the  trumpet  is  always  the  symbol 
of  the  intervention  of  <jk)d  in  history. 

In  verse  3,  a  censer  was  filled  with  fire,  in¬ 
cense  and  prayer,' and  fire  was  cast  upon  the 
earth.  As  a  result  the  whole  world  is  pictured 
as  being  under  the  grip  of  divine  judgment. 


Much  of  the  symbolism  of  the  trumpet 
judgments  is  derived  from  the  plagues  in 
Egypt.  The  vision  of  trumpets  indicate  calami¬ 
ty  that  will  occur  throughout  history,  again  and 
again. 

Verse  13  is  a  prelude  to  the  last  three  trumpet 
woes.  The  last  three  woes  deal  with  the  souls 
oi  men.  The  eagle  is  used  in  apocalyptic  writing 
to  suggest  swiftness  and  unerringness.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  earth  are  the  ungodly.  The 
chui'ch  has  been  sealed.  The  church  has  invok¬ 
ed  (jkxl’s  blessing.  Part  of  these  woes  is  God’s 
answer  to  the  prayers  of  his  saints. 

‘The  fifth  trumpet  (9:1)  brought  the  scourge 
of  locusts.  A  huge  star  becomes  personiHed, 
and  having  fallen,  exposes  a  yawning  abyss.  At 
first  there  are  great  clouds  of  smoke  which 
darken  the  sun.  Gradually  the  smoke  gives  way 
to  locusts. 

It  must  be  understood  that  this  is  symbolic 
language  It  is  also  pageantry,  and  the  details 
are  used  to  make  the  play  more  impressive.  Do 
not  become  so  interested  in  the  details  that  you 
miss  the  actors  lines. 


Dana  says  this  vision  symbolizes  the  hellish 
spirit  which  penetrates  the  earth  or  the  forces 
of  decay  which  (>od  has  in  his  hand  for  retribu¬ 
tion  upon  defiant  Rome.  One  thing  which 
brought  about  Rome’s  downfall  was  a  series  of 
corrupt  rulers  and  leaders.  Such  a  spirit  of  in¬ 
ternal  rottenness  is  pictured  here  as  coming 
from  within  the  empire  (out  of  the  earth)  to 
work  toward  her  destruction.  God  has  now  in¬ 
dicated  two  instruments  which  he  can  use  to  cut 
down  the  oppressors  of  his  people:  natural 
calamity  and  internal  decadence. 

The  sixth  tnunpet  describes  the  third  instru¬ 
ment  God  will  use  to  bring  Rome  to  its  knees. 
In  verse  13  and  following,  John  pictures  the  Par¬ 
thian  Calvary  from  the  land  ot  Euphrates.  This 
group  was  Rome’s  most  dreaded  enemy  and  a 
constant  threat  to  her  eastern  border.  God  is  go¬ 
ing  to  use  external  invasion  to  defeat  Rome  for 
oppressing  his  people. 

CTiristians  may  suffer  with  the  Romes  in 
history,  but  not  in  judgment.  Rome  will  never 
triumph  over  (Tuistianity! 

Rex  Yancey  is  pastor.  First.  Quitman. 
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Can  I  make  it?”  God  has  determined  that  you  will 


By  Julian  W.  Fagan  III 
Romans  8:28-39 

The  struggles  people  face  are  no  less  in 
number  than  the  waves  on  the  ocean.  There  are 
a  few  times  when  the  sea  is  calm,  but  most 
often  the  lumps  of  water  are 
shoving  the  person.  At  times 
they  are  white  with  anger 
and  threaten  to  crash  life  in- 
to  tiny  pieces.  When  the 
.  waves  roar  with  ferocity  we 
cry,  “Can  I  make  it? 
answer  for  the  believer  is  a 
resounding  Yes! 

How  can  I  have  this  con- 
Fagan  fidence?  Because  of  the 
goodness  of  God  confirmed  not  just  in  my  ex¬ 
perience  but  in  his  Word.  God  works  in  all 


like  that?  We  may  experience  trouble,  hardship.  It  does  not  mean  that  life  will  always  be  kind 
persecution,  and  danger,  but  though  we  face  or  that  people  will  always  be  supportive.  It 
death,  feel  like  we  are  going  to  be  slaughtered,  means  that  God  is  at  work,  not  only  in  the  best 
feel  like  we  will  never  get  another  breath  of  air,  times  but  also  in  the  worst,  and  he  is  always 
God  is  with  us.  More  than  just  being  with  us,  working  to  bring  what  is  truly  good, 
he  is  actually  at  work  in  the  waves  that  pound  We  are  prone  to  gauge  life  by  the  turning  of 
us  to  bring  good  to  us.  He  is  through  our  cir-  our  circumstances.  God  is  saying,  “Your  cir¬ 
cumstances  building  us,  growing  us,  maturing  ciunstances  do  not  determine  my  love,  my 
us  to  be  like  his  Son.  Therefore,  we  do  not  simp-  presence,  or  my  involvement.”  God  is  always 
ly  survive  the  storms,  but  we  emerge  victorious  working  to  bring  go(^  out  of  the  waves  of  life. 
—  like  a  conqueror  and  more,  because  God  has  The  wonder  is  that  he  does  make  good  to  come 
loved  us  in  and  through  the  waves  that  pound  out  of  our  messes.  (Jod  is  making  silk  out  of  a 
us  (v.  37).  sow’s  ear.  We  cannot,  but  he  can. 

If  death  cannot  beat  us,  neither  can  life  If  the  Your  struggles  may  be  as  numerous  as  the 
future  cannot  despair  us,  neither  can  the  pre-  waves  on  the  sea,  but  God  is  in  them  working 
sent.  If  the  demons  cannot  defeat  us,  neither  for  you.  The  circumstance  will  not  always  be 
can  the  powers  of  the  world.  In  fact,  in  true  good,  but  (Jod  is.  The  next  time  the  waves  roll 
reality,  nothing  in  all  creation  can  keep  God  and  pound  you  and  you  cry  from  within,  “Can 
from  loving  us.  He  has  given  his  Son.  We  are  I  make  it?,”  remember  “that  in  all  things  Crod 
in  his  Son,  his  Son  is  in  us.  We  are  all  in  the  works  for  the  good  of  those  who  love  him,  who 
Father.  We  shall  never  be  separated  from  the  have  been  called  according  to  his  purpose”  (v. 
love  of  God.  28).  Not  only  can  you  make  iL  (Tod  has  already 

Does  that  take  away  the  struggle?  No.  Nor  determined  you  will  make  it! 
does  it  cause  the  sea  of  life  to  always  be  calm.  Julian  W.  Fagan  III  is  pastor.  First,  Pontotoc. 


good?  No!  But  in  everything  (jod  is  working  to 
bring  good. 

What  is  good?  The  answer  is  not  in  the  dic¬ 
tionary  or  human  desire,  it  is  in  v.  29  —  “to  be 
conformed  to  the  likeness  of  his  Son.”  God  is  at 
work  in  every  believer  to  produce  the  likeness 
of  (Zhrist.  G<^  has  purposed  from  the  beginn- 
ihg  of  time  that  his  people  would  become  like 
The  his  Son.  Christlikeness  is  our  goal,  it  is  our  pre¬ 
determined  destiny.  It  is  to  that  end  that  He  has 
called  us,  justified  us,  and  glorified  us  (past 
tense,  and  spoken  with  such  certainty  that  it  is 
considered  to  have  happened.) 

TTie  certainty  of  our  (tetiny  is  confirmed  fur¬ 
ther  by  God’s  action  in  history.  He 
things  for  good  —  for  the  believer.  Note  the  demonstrated  he  was  for  us  by  giving  his  Son, 

qualification  here.  Not  those  who  simply  love  and  if  he  did  not  spare  his  Son,  will  he  not  give 

(}od;  loving  God  does  not  bring  salvation  —  us  all  things  (v.  32)?  Ponder  that.  In  addition, 

trusting  Christ  does.  Those  who  trust  (]!hrist  do  this  Son  who  died  for  us  is  interceding  for  us. 

love  God  and  have  been  called  according  to  He  bore  our  sins,  obtained  our  forgiveness,  was 

God’s  purpose  (v.  28).  For  each  of  these  (kxl  raised  to  life,  and  speaks  to  (}od  for  us  (v.  34). 

works  for  good  in  everything.  Is  everything  Who  can  take  us  away  from  a  God  who  loves 


Foundation  for  ministry:  experience  with  Jesus 


'of  this  idle  talk  regarded  “the  law.” 

The  caricature  that  is  pictured  in  the  passage 
indicated  that  the  basic  idea  was  Jewish  ex- 
clusivism.  Before  one  could  become  CJhristian 
he  must  be  Jewish.  The  ministry  of  love  is  to 
center  Jesus  (Christ  not  the  law. 

Paul  gives  thanks  fw  the  salvation  he  reiv¬ 
ed  in  Jesus  (Thrist  (I  Timothy  1:12-17).  Three 
things  which  Jesus  did  for  him ;  he  enabled  him, 
counted  him  faithful  and  put  him  in  the 
ministry.  Paul  was  emphatic  that  (jod  had 
strengthened  and  called  him  to  his  ministry. 
When  men  no  longer  believe  the  supernatural, 
one  of  the  first  ideas  lost  is  the  call  of  God  to 
ministry.  Paul  labored  confidently  under  the 
assurance  of  the  call  of  God. 

Three  words  suggest  the  foundation  of  Paul 
for  his  ministry:  his  previous  life  (I  Timothy 
1:13),  the  grace  of  God  (I  Timothy  1:14),  and 
the  obtaining  of  mercy  (I  Timothy  1:16).  Paul 
was  notorious  as  an  element  of  opposition  and 
destniction  to  the  church.  “Blasphemer”  in¬ 
dicated  that  “persecuUH*”  and  “injurious”  are 


understood  as  ultimately  against  God.  Paul 
makes  an  effort  to  explain  his  actions  as  “ig¬ 
norantly  in  unbelief.”  He  placed  himself  in  the 
attitude  of  the  (jientiles  who  did  not  know  (}od. 

One  significant  truth  characterizes  Paul’s 
foundation  for  ministry  (I  Timothy  1:15). 
“Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin¬ 
ners.”  God  had  saved  “the  chiefest  of  sinners;” 
bis  grace  was  sufficient  for  all.  In  the  salvation 
of  one,  an  example  is  given  to  all  who  need  him 
(I  Tim.  1:16). 

Every  minister  has  the  charge  conunitted  un¬ 
to  him  as  does  Timothy  (I  Timothy  1:18-19). 
Ministry  for  good  in  an  evil  world  is  warfare. 
One  is  expected  to  fight  the  good  fight.  This 
good  fight  included  “faith  and  a  good  cons¬ 
cience.”  The  metaphor  changes  from  warfare 
to  shipwreck  but  the  idea  is  graphic.  A  minister 
may  Hnd  that  his  life  has  not  measured  up  if 
he  is  not  faithful . . .  “shipwrecked.” 

Successful  ministry  '  involved  a  sure 
foundation. 

Al  Finch  is  pastor.  First,  Greenwood, 


By  Al  Finch 
I  Timothy  1:5-7,  12-19 

This  lesson  marks  tte  beginning  of  a  new  unit 
entitled  “Who  is  a  minister?”  The  next  three 
lessons  deal  with  this  subject.  This  week  the 
topic  “Foundation  for 
Ministry,”  which  obviously 
is  an  experience  with  Jesus 
Christ.  At  a  time  when 
various  ministries  are 
available  and  demanded,  of 
the  Christian  Church,  the 
ff.  believer  must  be  sure  of  his 

foundation. 

WK  MK.  Mm  The  CONTENT  of  th^  ex- 
Finch  perienceis  love  (ITim.  1:5). 
Paul  stated  that  the  result  of  his  instruction 
(commandment)  is  love  —  a  love  that  is  always 
self-giving,  never  self-seeking.  All  of  the 
believer’s  actions  and  intentions  should  find 
their  origin  in  this  love.  This  love  grows  out  of 
three  areas  of  life. 

“A  pure  heart”  reflects  unmixed  motives. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


There  is  no  effort  to  self-fXBise  but  all  his  desire 
is  to  help  one  to  come  nearer  (jkxl.  Love  can 
function  in  this  atmosphere. 

“A  good  conscience”  indicates  that  the 
believer’s  love  grows  out  of  an  assurance  that 
his  life  is  at  peace  with  himself  or  with  Grod. 

“By  faith  unfeigned”  is  a  statement  of  how 
love  functions  in  an  atmosphere  of  sincere  faith. 
A  faith  is  sincere  where  there  is  no  hypocrisy. 
The  believer  desires  truth  ahd  communicates' 
it. 

This  ministry  ^i$  in  vivid  contrast  to  those  who 
have  departed  from  the  ministry  of  love.  These 
teachers  have  turned  aside  from  the  faith. 
Barclay  translates  I  Timothy  1:6,  “Some  of 
these  people  of  whom  I  am  talking  have  never 
even  tried  to  find  the  right  road,  and  have  turn¬ 
ed  aside  out  of  it  to  empty  and  useless  discus¬ 
sions.”  Those  false  teachers  are  characterized 
by  talking  rather  than  service  Evidently  much 


PAGE  16  BAPTIST  .RECORD 


Thursi 


«_  Soutlwn  Baptist  missionary  William  Skinner  spent  his  career  healing  the  sick  and 
ing  their  time  in  Paraguay,  they  started  a  school,  a  medical  sharing  the  gospel  in  Paraguay.  He  treated  victims  of  hurricanes  and  floods,  saved 
clinic  and  five  churches.  The  Skinners,  who  began  their  work  the  fading  life  of  a  snake  bite  victim  and  made  sure  babies  were  born  healthy.  Some 
in  Paraguay  in  1951,  left  in  early  July  for  their  final  fui;k)ugh  rural  people  like  this  mother  traveled  for  hours  to  reach  the  rural  clinic  which  he  and 
before  retirement.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge  his  wife.  Frartces,  opened  two  years  ago  in  a  town  that  had  rro  medical  service  and 

no  electricity,  indoor  bathrooms  or  telephones.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge 


After  36  years  on  the  mission  field,  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Frartces  Skinner  could  still  teach  Sunday  School 
beneath  a  mango  tree  whenever  necessary.  This  Sunday 
School  class  and  church  are  the  fruit  of  a  medical  dirtic  started 
two  years  ago  by  Frances  arxl  her  doctor  husband.  Bill.  Dur- 


Baptists  say  goodbye  to  legend  in  Paraguay 

•  By  Eric  Miller 


ASUNCION,  Paraguay  (BP)  — 
Baptists  have  said  goodbye  to  a  legend 
in  Paraguay. 

He’s  missionary  William  Skinner, 
who  with  his  wife,  FYances,  worked  36 
years  bringing  both  physical  and 
spiritual  health  to  the  people  of  the 
South  American  country.  In  July  the 
missionary  physician  and  his  wife 
packed  up  a  careerful  of  memories 
and  left  for  their  Hnal  furlough  before 
retiring  in  Nashville,  Term. 

In  Paraguay,  the  couple  touched  the 
lives  of  people  in  ways  that  go  beyond 
normal  mescal  care;  flood  vit^fmis  to 
whom  they  carried  food,  medicine 
and  the  gospel;  a  boy  healed  after  a 
deadly  snake  bite;  and  children  who 
stopp^  getting  hookworm  when  Skin¬ 
ner  insisted  their  mothers  put  shoes 
on  their  feet. 

'There’s  a  generation  that  can  read 
and  write  because  the  Skirmers  found 
a  forgotten  community  that  had  no 
school  aixl  started  one  'There  are  doc¬ 
tors,  lawyers,  and  businessmen  who 
accepted  Christ  while  in  Sunday 
School  classes  taught  by  Mrs.  Skinner. 

And  there  are  members  of  five 
strong  churches  the  Skinners  started. 
Starting  those  churches  was  chaUeng- 
ing.  'The  Skinners  went  to  city  officials 
in  one  Catholic  stronghold  to  ask  per¬ 
mission  to  conduct  an  open-air  church 
service,  but  the  officials  refused. 

When  Skinner  persisted,  he  was  told 
his  life  would  be  in  danger  if  he  con¬ 
ducted  the  service.  But  he  refused  to 
give  up  and  finally  got  permission. 

'The  service  drew  a  good  crowd  and 
there  were  no  disturbances.  While 
handing  out  tracts  door-to-door  and 
inviting  people  to  church,  the  Skinners 


sometimes  encountered  residents  who 
tore  up  the  tracts  in  their  presence 

Some  of  the  churches  th^  started 
met  under  mango  trees  through  hard 
rains  and  oven-like  heat  until  they 
could  afford  a  building. 

After  one  congregation  got  a  church 
building,  the  tin  roof  nearly  caved  in 
as  non-CJhristians  hurled  a  volley  of 
rocks  and  bricks  at  the  building  dur¬ 
ing  a  service.  'The  Skinners  and  con¬ 
gregation  sang  hymns  louder  and 
louder  to  drown  out  the  noise  until  it 
stopped.  - 

Sometimes,  they  broke  away  from 
their  church  planting  work  to  help  in 
disaster  relief.  Skinner  even  went  to 
Honduras  to  give  medical  attention  to 
hurricane  victims. 

When  flood  waters  isolated  a  com¬ 
munity  on  a  hill  in  ^them  Paraguay, 
the  Skinners  loaded  a  boat  with  food 
and  supplies  and  went  to  help.  After 
distributing  the  supplies,  they  treated 
the  flood  victims  for  parasites,  infec¬ 
tions,  and  malnourishment.  'Then  they 
conducted  Bible  studies  and  handed 
out  tracts  to  many  who  hungered 
spiritually. 

Returning  home  after  the  flood,  the 
Skinners  stopped  by  a  secular  radio 
station,  as  requested  by  a  town  of¬ 
ficial.  Skinner  was  ushered  into  a 
studio  and  given  a  mircophone.  As  he 
finished  explaining  the  flood  relief 
work,  the  announcer  broke  in;  “Now, 
Dr.  Skinner  will  give  us  a  spiritual 
message  for  today.”  He  seized  the 
opportunity. 

Staying  on  the  mission  field  for  36 
years  was  trying  at  times  —  especial¬ 
ly  when  the  Paraguayan  government 
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tice  medicine  shortly  after  arriving  on 
the  field.  But  he  attended  medical 
school  classes  in  Spanish  and  proved 
his  competency  by  passing  mine  than 
30  examinations. 

It  was  trying  for  Mrs.  Skinner,  who 
had  a  tendency  toward  homesiclmess. 
“I  never  got  used  to  being  separated 
from  family  and  friends,”  she  said. 

This  separation  occasionally  inten¬ 
sified,  such  as  the  time  Skinner  got  a 
long-distance  call  at  the  hospital  in 
Asuncion.  When  he  returned  home,  he 
was  crying.  His  father  had  died  of  a 
heart  attack. 

'They  had  to  miss  the  funeral 
because  boat  travel  was  the  only  way 
home  'They  also  missed  Mrs.  Skin¬ 
ner’s  mother’s  funeral,  a  brother’s 
funeral,  their  children’s  college 
graduations,  and  a  son’s  wedding. 

As  they  moved  closer  to  retirement, 
Skinner  dreamed  of  finding  a  rural 
area  lacking  medical  services  and . 
Baptist  work  where  he  and  his  wife 
could  start  a  medical  clinic. 

They  had  raised  four  children, 
started  four  churches,  Skinner  had 
served  as  mission  chairman,  Mrs’ 
Skinner  had  taught  a  Bible  study  and 
led  weekly  prayer  meetings  in  Asun¬ 
cion,  and  he  had  served  as  chief  of 
medical  staff  and  chief  of  pediatrics 
at  Baptist  Hospital  in  Asuncion  for  32 
years.  Still,  the  basics  of  missions 
work  called  them. 

'They  found  Guayaybi  —  a  dusty 
village  lacking  cars,  indoor* 
bathrooms,  electricity,  telephones, 
and  mail  delivery  —  and  started  their 
clinic. 

News  of  the  clinic  spread  beyond  the 
village.  People  began  walking  and 


riding  in  horse-drawn  wagons  for  two 
hours  —  passing  secular  doctors  and 
herb  bealers  —  to  see  Skinner  at  the 
clinic.  'They  handled  6,500  patient 
visits  in  two  years,  giving  away 
medicine,  tracts,  Bibles,  and 
eyeglasses. 

If  a  patient  at  the  clinic  had  family 
problems  or  personal  problems,  Skin¬ 
ner  took  time  to  counsel  the  patient. 
Mrs.  Skinner  coached  mothers  on 
child  rearing  and  nutrition. 

Patients  lingered  at  the  clinic  past 
dark  on  'Thursdays  for  a  church  ser¬ 
vice  Skinner  preached  and  Mrs.  Skin¬ 
ner,  playing  a  harpsichord,  led  the 
congregation  in  hymns.  In  May,  this 
congregation,  which  originated  from 
the  clinic,  organized  into  a  church  and 
broke  ground  to  construct  a  church 
building. 

'The  idea  for  a  medical  clinic  came 
to  Skinner  as  he  used  his  Sundays  off 
from  the  hospital  to  travel  about  in 
rural  areas  to  treat  the  sick.  He 
regularly  visited  the  small  village  of 
Walter  Insfran,  about  70  miles  from 
Asuncion.  He  drove  as  far  as  be  could 
on  a  dirt  road.  'Then  he  traveled  the 
last  six  miles  on  foot  or  horseback. 

A  villager  usually  waited  with  a 
horse  to  help  him  finish  the  last  six 
miles.  One  especially  hot  day  other 
doctors  advis^  dinner  to  postimne 
the  trip  until  a  cooler  day.  “No  one  will 
meet  you  at  the  road,”  they  said. 

“It  Is  too  hot  today  for  a  horse  to  walk 
'that  far.”  Nevertheless,  he  went.  No 
one  was  waiting  for  him  at  the  end  of 
the  dirt  road,  but  Skinner  pu|  his 
medical  supplies  on  his  shoidder  and 
walked  the  six  miles  to  the  village 

The  people  were  happy  to  see  him 


and  yet  amazed  that  he  had  made  the 
trip.  He  treated  many  sick  people  that 
day  and  then  preached,  about  God’s 
love  for  them. 

“There  won’t  be  another  like  Dr. 
Skiiuier  who  does  lots  of  good  things,” 
says  Rosalino  Navarnvwhom  Skinner 
led  to  (Christ  at  the  clinic.  “You  can  see 
in  Dr.  Skinner  the  love  of  God.” 

Eric  Miller  writes  for  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 
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